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standing of just what a miracle really is, and of what oc- 
curs when one is performed. It might be a good idea for 
you to give this matter a little thought during your hours 
of meditation. 


Meditations 


FIRST DAY: Keys 7, 11, 15. My real Self has no 
problems. My faith is steadfast in this conviction. The 
mask of the Adversary hides the face of the Beloved. I 
HAVE NOTHING TO FIGHT, FOR PERFECT AD- 
JUSTMENT EVEN NOW OVERCOMES EVERY 
SEEMING EVIL. 


SECOND DAY: Keys 8, 11, 14. The strong force of 
all forces is at work in me. It cuts every knot of difficulty. 
It is the free power of my real Self. 1 AM FILLED WITH 
POWER, ADEQUATE TO MY EVERY NEED, AND I 
FACE THIS DAY AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO PROVE 
THE TRUTH ON WHICH MY FAITH IS FOUNDED. 


THIRD DAY: Keys 9, 11, 13. Pure Spirit, my real 
Self, sees everything as it is. It remains poised in the midst 
of action. It dissolves every limitation which might retard 
my eternal progress. MY LIFE IS IN THE HAND OF 
THE ETERNAL,AND ITS PERFECT JUSTICE LOOS- 
ES ALL MY BONDS. 
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FOURTH DAY: Keys 10, 11, 12. The Center of the 
cosmic whirlings is the Center, also, of my personal exis- 
tence. That Center is in perfect equilibrium. I am at rest, 
as I rest in It. THE WHEEL OF MANIFESTATION HAS 
STILLNESS AT ITS CENTER, AND THAT STILL- 
NESS IS IN MY HEART OF HEARTS. 


FIFTH DAY: Keys 7, 8, 9. Ageless Wisdom corrects 
all my false notions about the meaning of my life. I live 
by the power of the whole universe. My goal is know- 
ledge of the One Identity. MY TRUE SELF MASTERS 
ALL THE FORCES OF NATURE, NOW, AND 
STANDS, ALONE AND UNMOVED, IN THE MIDST 
OF THE APPEARANCES OF STRUGGLE AND EF- 
FORT. 


SIXTH DAY: Keys 13, 14, 15. Death is the name giv- 
en by ignorance to change in form. I am in the midst of an 
experiment which releases me from that ignorance. The 
problems I face are but veils for the one beautiful Truth. I 
PASS ON FROM STAGE TO STAGE OF THE GREAT 
WORK, WHICH DISSOLVE EVERY APPEARANCE 
OF EVIL AND RESTRICTION. 
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14 | 15 | 16 | 24 

















Class 1 
(Key 12) The True Surrender 


X & + = Double Cross (Excluding Center Key) adds to 24 


(8 Spokes) 
On the Fool's garments are ten wheels, each having 
eight spokes. The same arrangement appears at the center 
of the wheel on Key 10, on the stars of Key 17, and is the 
basis of the disposition of the sun's rays on Key 19. This 
arrangement of four lines so as to form eight angles of 45 
degrees is an important clue to the right use of Tarot. If 
we imagine such a double cross as being drawn on a table, 
and then place eight Tarot Keys at the extremities of the 
lines, and a ninth Key at the center, we shall forma 
combination of symbols which has power to bring out 
meanings of the Keys which would not be so apparent if 
the cards were considered separately. 


PE ine A 


aD wa 
. 


SN 
14] TEMPERANCE [D 





Section SECOND | THE SCHOOL OF AGELESS WISDOM 
Lesson 11 TAROT INSTRUCTION 


The tableau for this week is: 


8 9 10 
11 612) (13 
14 15 16 


The magic square is: 


11 16 9 
10 12 = 14 
15 8 13 


In both arrangements Key 12, THE HANGED MAN, 
is at the center. The constant summation of the magic 
square is 36. It shows responsiveness (Key 9), expressing 
the power of discrimination (Key 6), through creative im- 
aginative (Key 3). Key 12 represents the principal means 
for balancing the forces symbolized by these Keys. Key 9 
shows the outcome of this. 

Keep in mind this week the various complementary 
opposites shown in the tableau. Key 12 represents the 
agency through which are carried the actions and reactions 
of 8 and 16, 9 and 15, 10 and 14, 11 and 13. Key 11 bal- 
ances Keys 8 and 14. Key 13 is the equilibrating unit be- 
tween Keys 10 and 16. Key 15 mediates between Keys 14 
and 16. Study each of these groups of three Keys, and 
record in your diary whatever ideas they may suggest. 

One reason for dealing with the Tarot Keys as we are 
doing in this Section is to show how the forces they 
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represent act and react upon each other. No single force 
can be wholly insolated. Thus the very same word TA- 
ROT is made from the letters of the Latin noun ROTA, a 
wheel. Every part of a wheel is in relation to every other 
part. All the parts move together. The force symbolized by 
any one Tarot Key is correlated with the forces 
represented by all the others. Thus the make-up of Tarot 
brings home to us the fact that all the activities of our lives 
are aspects of a fundamental unity. It is his higher spiritual 
consciousness which enables man to apprehend the 
Whole. His intellectual consciousness sees only the parts. 
The divisions are in his mind, not in the true nature of Re- 
ality. No lesson of the Ageless Wisdom is more important 
than this. It serves to correct a whole brood of errors. 

The mode of consciousness attributed to Key 8 has a 
long name — Intelligence of the Secret of all Spiritual Ac- 
tivities. First of all, it means that there are no unspiritual 
activities. Everything in your experience expresses the 
power of the Life-Breath. The Great Secret, pictured by 
Key 8, is that all the subhuman expressions of that Life- 
Breath are at all times subject to the control of the human 
sub-consciousness. This truth, which has been repeated 
again and again in these lessons, is of paramount impor- 
tance to every practical occultist. It is his means of utiliz- 
ing an unlimited supply of energy. It is the secret of his 
power. 

The conscious mind, as a rule, must learn this truth 
from the instruction of a teacher. Very gifted observers 
learn it by watching the course of nature. Once perceived, 
however learned in the first place, this truth becomes a 
new foundation for our interpretations of experience. Tak- 
en in conjunction with the other truth which modern psy- 


108 


chology has so definitely established -that the human sub- 
consciousness is always and automatically amenable to 
suggestions originating in the conscious mind — the abso- 
lute subordinancy of all subhuman levels of the Life- 
Power’s activity — becomes evident. Then it appears that 
our task begins in the conscious mind, with our conscious 
interpretations. 

There follows naturally the perception symbolized by 
Key 12. We come to see that the way to secure results op- 
posite from those which we find restrictive and painful is 
to reverse our conscious attitude toward life. We can see 
easily enough that what most persons think is wrong. 
Thus, it becomes evident that those exceptional persons 
who astound us by their mastery of nature owe their abili- 
ty to an exceptional mental attitude. Over and over again 
such persons assure us that they accept the point-of-view 
represented by THE HANGED MAN. Their perceptions 
and statements vary somewhat, but the gist of their doc- 
trine is this: “I have not done these things. They were ac- 
complished by a power higher than myself, working 
through me.” 

The thoughts and actions of these persons are always 
more or less terrifying to the rest of the world. Often they 
are regarded as being enemies of society. Their ideas and 
practices are condemned, as offering a threat to existing 
institutions. In a sense this is true. The present state of so- 
ciety would soon be overthrown if all men lived as these 
few live. The existing social order (or disorder) is founded 
upon fear and upon the delusion of separateness. It is a 
system of organized selfishness. It could not long survive 
amongst human beings who were released from the bon- 
dage of fear, and cured by right knowledge of the ignorant 
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supposition that any man lives for himself only. (Keys 8, 
12, 16) 

Ageless Wisdom tells us that everything is under the 
supervision of a universal beneficent Consciousness. It 
says that the world and all events therein are expressions 
of the Will of a single Knower. It counsels us to place our 
whole dependence upon that Will. They who are best 
versed in its teaching astonish their contemporaries by 
their extraordinary command of the forces of nature and 
their freedom from the bondage of circumstance which 
enslaves most of mankind. They agree that their secret is 
simple. As Jesus put it, they do the will of the Father. 

A child can grasp this idea and put it into operation, 
but it is too simple for persons caught in the web of delu- 
sion. Such persons point to the semblances of evil in the 
world and ask how, if there be a beneficent Supervisor 
over the whole scheme, such conditions (which those crit- 
ics usually term “grim realities”) can possibly exist? They 
ignore the fact that those who apply themselves whole- 
heartedly to living the life of surrender are invariably hap- 
py and healthy, find their wants met, and truly enjoy 
themselves. 

The critics pooh-pooh the esoteric doctrine that their 
“grim realities” are not realities at all, but are, instead, 
waking nightmares produced by a sort of hypnotism 
which affects certain levels of the race-mind. They are 
victims of that hypnosis themselves, and like persons hav- 
ing a bad dream, cannot perceive that it is preposterous 
from beginning to end. Sooner or later even they will be 
awakened to the truth. In the meantime, we must not ac- 
cept their specious arguments. After all, Ageless Wisdom 
can cite a long line of conspicuously successful men and 
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women who have said that their secret was the simple one 
of surrender to the guidance of the One Will. The critics 
have no such evidence to offer in support of their views. 
They are defeatists, every one, and the logical outcome of 
their influence in the world is the sorry spectacle of our 
so-called “civilization.” (Keys 9, 12, 15) 

Grasp, or comprehension, is the root-idea of Key 10. 
The entire symbolism of that Key is based on the Hebrew 
letter Kaph, which represents the hand in the act of grasp- 
ing. When one grasps a tool he is ready to use it. When 
one grasps mentally the actual significance of human per- 
sonality in the universal scheme, he can employ that 
knowledge as a means to effect his release from bondage. 
For the bondage is lack of comprehension. All the forces 
of the cosmos are ready to work for the man who perce- 
ives his true relation to them. It is hard for most of us to 
realize that our states of body and circumstance are pri- 
marily dependent upon our comprehension of relation- 
ships. The connection is by no means obvious, and the 
natural man loves the obvious. Yet there is a way to get 
beyond the limitations of the natural man. It is the way of 
surrender. This it is that is meant by the ever-recurring 
theme of renunciation which runs through all the books of 
wisdom. What is renounced, remember, is a delusion — the 
error that any of us is separate from the beneficent order 
of the universe. When practice has made this renunciation 
a subconscious habit, then one becomes ever more and 
more aware of the guidance of a higher Intelligence. Then 
the way to heights of achievement and realization opens 
before us, and we begin the ascent which leads at last to 
perfect blending of personal aspiration with the Cosmic 
Will. (Keys 10, 12, 14) 
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Faith is required for such surrender, but not a blind 
faith based on unquestioning acceptance of dogma. It is a 
reasoned faith, growing out of the imaginative develop- 
ment of knowledge which is available for anyone who 
will master the technique of closely scrutinizing what goes 
on in his environment and in his inner life. Lack of atten- 
tion is responsible for our erroneous opinions. We do not 
see what we look at. Hence, we draw false conclusions 
from our faulty observations. Then these false conclusions 
become the promises which subconscious deduction ela- 
borates into systems of error and defeat. If we practice 
concentration, so that we observe accurately, we cannot 
help reading the message of the Book of Nature. When we 
see what we look at, we store our memories with correct 
representations of reality. Then we make correct deduc- 
tions, and the fruit of these deductions is a faith nothing 
can shake. Out of that faith comes full surrender to the in- 
evitable perfection of the cosmic process. As a conse- 
quence of that surrender, even death loses its terror, trans- 
forms its dreadful countenance, and at last is overcome 
completely (Keys 11, 12, 13) 

I cannot too often remind you that subconscious re- 
sponse to conscious mental attitudes is wholly automatic. 
Sub-consciousness is like a garden. If you plant weeds, it 
grows them just as vigorously as if you plant flowers. It 
has no choice, and can offer no opposition. Thus you need 
never concern yourself with practices designed to over- 
come subconscious resistance. It is true that time is re- 
quired to exhaust the consequences of former errors. Cor- 
rect procedure, however, consists merely in repeating the 
assumption of correct mental attitudes again and again, 
until new habits have been formed. It is like learning to 
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maintain a proper bodily posture. At first there are many 
relapses into the old wrong attitudes, but as time passes 
and honest effort continues, these become less and less. 
The most fruitful thought upon which you can dwell is 
that which is symbolized THE HERMIT. It is the thought 
that there is always to be reckoned as part of one’s daily 
life the overshadowing presence of One who knows, un- 
derstands, and lights the way for our upward progress. 
Made habitual, this thought works subconsciously to bring 
us into harmonious adjustment with the sweep of the 
cycles of cosmic activity. Then we find the wheels within 
wheels of the Life-Power’s manifestation are working to- 
gether to bring to fruition the realization of our aspira- 
tions. (Keys 8, 9, 10) 

Constant endeavor to verify our theories should be our 
aim. Again and again I have had people tell me: “All this 
sounds so true, so logical, when I hear your lectures or 
read your lessons. But when I get out into the world, how 
can I make it work?” First of all, try to keep some part of 
your consciousness from ever “getting out into the world.” 
The truth of things is not to be found on their surfaces. 
Try acting as if these doctrines of Ageless Wisdom were 
true. Remember that THOUGHT IS A KIND OF AC- 
TION. Let yourself be directed by what Key 14 pictures 
as an angel. Pause many times daily to remind yourself of 
that guidance. Nothing is too small to turn over to it, nor is 
anything too great. Try it, and you will soon find this out 
for yourself. In the course of every day’s activities, there 
crop up all sorts of problems. Remind yourself continually 
that however terrifying they may be, that appearance is 
due to your ignorance of some factor involved. The ignor- 
ance, moreover, is purely personal. Your real Self already 


113 


knows the right answer. The more you invite its direction, 
the speedier will come the solution of your difficulties. 
You will probably have to abandon opinions long held. It 
may be necessary for you to demolish many a structure of 
misapprehension. In due course, however, there will be 
less and less conflict. Keep on exercising yourself in right 
thinking. Eventually you will reap from your sub- 
conscious mentation nothing but a rich harvest of con- 
structive realizations. (Keys 14, 15, 16) 


Meditations 


FIRST DAY: Keys 8, 12, 16. Every activity of my 
world is a spiritual activity. Every particular manifestation 
of that activity is related to every other, and each depends 
upon the whole. Nowhere is there any real separateness or 
isolation. THE ONE SPIRIT IS MY SOLE SUPPORT: 
ITS POWER DEMOLISHES ALL STRUCTURES OF 
DELUSION. 


SECOND DAY: Keys 9, 12, 17. My life and its needs 
are fully known by the One Identity. I rest calmly in this 
knowledge. I meditate on it daily and hourly. MY WAY 
IS LIGHTED BY THE LAMP OF WISDOM: AS I 
STILL THE TUMULT OF MY PERSONAL THINK- 
ING, THAT LIGHT SHINES AS A STAR TO LEAD ME 
ONWARD. 


THIRD DAY: Keys 10, 12, 18. Every cycle of the 
Life-Power’s manifestation brings me nearer to my heart’s 
desire. Let me be free from all sense of struggle. The law 
of perfection is now at work in all my members. THE 
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WHIRL OF MANIFESTATION TURNS ROUND THE 
STILL CENTER, WHERE I STAND AT REST, FILLED 
IN MIND AND BODY WITH THE POWER OF THE 
ETERNAL PRESSENCE. 


FOURTH DAY: Keys 11, 12, 19. All waste is elimi- 
nated from my life-experience. I do nothing of myself. 
The Life-Power is transforming me, moment by moment, 
into a more perfect image of itself. POISE IS MINE THIS 
DAY, AND PEACE, AND I SEE THAT EVERY 
CHANGE IS FOR THE BETTER. 


FIFTH DAY: Keys 8, 9, 10. All the forces of sub- 
consciousness are at my instant command. I am a direct 
channel for the Master and Supervisor of the universe. My 
place is truly at the very center of the wheel of existence. 
NOTHING IS OR CAN BE MY ADVERSARY, FOR I 
AM ONE WITH THE DIVINE ESSENCE AT THE 
HEART OF ALL THINGS. 


SIXTH DAY: Keys 14, 15, 16. The path of supremacy 
is open before me. I fear no appearances, whatever be 
their masks of terror. For I see there is no separateness an- 
ywhere. JOYFULLY I ACCEPT EVERY TEST, MEET 
EVERY PROBLEM CONFIDENTLY, FOR I KNOW I 
CANNOT BE SEPARATED FROM THE WISDOM 
AND GOODNESS OF THE ETERNAL. 


SEVENTH DAY: Use the Pattern 
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Class 1 
(Key 13) Perpetual Transformation 


X & + = Double Cross (Excluding Center Key) adds to 26 


(8 Spokes) 
On the Fool's garments are ten wheels, each having 
eight spokes. The same arrangement appears at the center 
of the wheel on Key 10, on the stars of Key 17, and is the 
basis of the disposition of the sun's rays on Key 19. This 
arrangement of four lines so as to form eight angles of 45 
degrees is an important clue to the right use of Tarot. If 
we imagine such a double cross as being drawn on a table, 
and then place eight Tarot Keys at the extremities of the 
lines, and a ninth Key at the center, we shall forma 
combination of symbols which has power to bring out 
meanings of the Keys which would not be so apparent if 
the cards were considered separately. 
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Section SECOND | THE SCHOOL OF AGELESS WISDOM 
Lesson 12 TAROT INSTRUCTION 


The tableau for this week is: 


9 10 11 
12 13 14 
15 16 I7 


The magic square is: 


12 17 #10 
110 613) 
16 9 14 


The central Key in both arrangements is Key 13, 
DEATH. The constant summation of the magic square is 
39. It shows reversal (Key 12), expressing the law of re- 
sponse (Key 9) by the agency of creative imagination 
(Key 3). Key 13 represents the principal means whereby 
the forces symbolized by the pairs of opposites in the tab- 
leau are balanced. Key 12 shows the outcome of this equi- 
libration. 

All the meanings of this tableau revolve around the 
idea of change symbolized by Key 13. Remember that al- 
though there is a sense in which Key 13 does relate to the 
phenomenon of the cessation of a particular personal exis- 
tence on the physical plane, it also refers to many other 
deeply esoteric doctrines. The saying in the Bible to the 
effect that the last enemy to be overcome is death has a 
direct bearing upon these deeper meanings. Plainly and 
briefly, the doctrine of Ageless Wisdom is that the actual 
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processes which bring about the death of the human body 
are expressions of laws and forces which need only be un- 
derstood in order to release us from bondage of death. In 
other words, when we thoroughly understand what it is 
that makes us die, we shall also learn the secret of eternal 
life. It is because mankind has been afraid of death — so 
terror-stricken by it that few indeed have been those who 
have had courage to study it closely — that so little 
progress has been made in this important branch of occult 
knowledge. The few who have looked death in the face, so 
to say, have had as their reward the revelation of a price- 
less secret. This is what the books of the alchemists mean 
when they say: “Dissolution is the secret of the Great 
Work.” 

So begin your study this week by attentive considera- 
tion of Key 13 and its symbolism, reviewing whatever 
other words of explanation you have in other texts. Give 
special thought to the meaning of the symbol of the rising 
sun. Open your inner ears to any suggestion which may 
come to you from the Inner School concerning the seed- 
symbol in the upper left-hand corner of the picture. Notice 
that as the cards are laid out in the tableau, this seed-form 
seems to point upward toward the HERMIT; but in the 
magic square, it points toward the HANGED MAN. Con- 
sider in this connection all that you know about the letter 
YOD, to which THE HERMIT is attributed, and all that 
has been said in our writings concerning the significance 
of the element of Water. Similarly, observe that the rising 
sun is really one of the stars represented in Key 17. 

Again, if you will consider the Keys 10, 12, 16, and 
14, as they are placed in this tableau, you see at the top a 
symbol of the turning wheel of time, with the unmoved 
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sphinx, symbol of the spirit of humanity, at its top. At the 
left is the Key that shows human personality as the tempo- 
rary suspension of the whirling forces of the universe in a 
particular form. That is to say, one of the meanings of Key 
12 is that a personality is like a whirlpool. It maintains its 
identity because of the energies that flow through it, and 
when those energies are turned in another direction, the 
whirlpool of personality disappears. Our apparent stability 
as entities on the physical plane is only a temporary state. 
If we fall into the error of supposing that physical plane 
existence is our whole being, if we permit it to mislead us 
into the delusion that a human life on the physical plane is 
an isolated fact, unrelated to the whole sweep of the cos- 
mic manifestation, then inevitably, comes the terror and 
destruction pictured by Key 16, which is underneath 
DEATH in this tableau. Wiser counsel and certain types 
of experiment which are open to us will overcome the de- 
lusion. Then we shall see that physical existence is but an 
incident in our total life-expression, and the open way pic- 
tured by Key 14 will take us to the heights of spiritual rea- 
lization. 

Fundamentally, it is the energy of the Primal Will, 
symbolized by the light in the HERMIT’S lantern, which 
is at work in the various processes which break down the 
tissues of the human body. The breakdown of tissue re- 
leases that energy in our various forms of personal activity 
—thinking, feeling, and doing. Even so apparently an inac- 
tive person as a sage, who sits motionless in profound 
meditation, is nevertheless engaged in action, and one of 
the evidences of this is that genuine work in concentration 
and meditation makes the whole body break out into pers- 
piration. In other words, intense mental work of the kind 
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that leads to direct perception of the higher forms of reali- 
ty breaks down cell-tissue just as certainly as does muscu- 
lar effort. For perspiration is the invariable evidence that 
the skin is eliminating fatigue-poison, and fatigue-poison 
is the consequence of cell-disintegration. (Keys 9, 13, 17) 

If you will look again at the cards, as laid out in the 
tableau, you will notice the symbol at the bottom of the 
wheel, just over the letter R, and over the 13" key. This is 
the alchemical symbol of dissolution, but it is also the 
special character used by astrologers to designate the sign 
Aquarius, to which sign the MAN whose head appears in 
the upper left-hand corner of Key 10 is also attributed. 
Notice that the man’s head is in the same relative position 
as the seed-symbol in Key 13, and that it is also in the 
same relative position as the falling crown in Key 16. Man 
is the seed-form of a state of life-manifestation BEYOND 
HIMSELF. The great error that besets him is the supposi- 
tion that his PRESENT STATE is the crown of creation. 
In a sense, to be sure, that which is the essence of human 
life is none other than the one great Reality. The error is in 
the supposition that the Great Work is brought to its com- 
pletion by the appearance of the “natural man.” When the 
human race stops, so to say, and loses its vision of the 
beyond, then confusion and terror come. Read the Bible 
story of the Tower of Babel, and you will notice that the 
desire to build a memorial of present glory was the cause 
of all the trouble. In Key 16 you see the same error pic- 
tured. The TOWER is a symbol of a vain attempt to arrest 
the onward flow of the Life-Power. It represents the sum- 
total of all the errors that grow out of the folly that human- 
ity, as it is now, is the be-all and end-all of the creative 
process. Human personality as we know it is really just a 
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STAGE of that process, and beyond it lie untold and un- 
guessed glories. More than this, some few human beings 
in every generation, grasping this truth, have in their own 
persons verified it, and have passed beyond the limitations 
which to most of us appear to be fixed and unalterable 
laws. There are persons who are not bound to the surface 
of the earth by gravity. There are persons who know the 
thoughts of others. There are persons who are not re- 
stricted to one spot on this globe, where their physical bo- 
dies happen to be. And even some of us, who have caught 
a glimpse of the tremendous possibilities in this seed-form 
we call “Man,” have had our own small assurances that 
our limits are by no means so fixed as we once supposed. 
(Keys 10, 13, 16) 

Even the exoteric dogmas have their germ of truth, 
because they answer to some intuition of the human heart. 
We may smile at the popular notion that death is the gate 
to a heaven where all the injustices that appear to be so 
rampant on this earth will be made right. And the popular 
notion is certainly crude enough. Yet there is a deep oc- 
cult sense in which it is true that by dying we get into the 
heaven-world where evil ceases to hold us in bondage. 
Have you ever stopped to think that even the person who 
began to study this course of lessons is actually no more? 
To the degree that your occult study has brought you en- 
lightenment, to that degree the disintegrative process 
symbolized by Key 13 has eliminated some portion of the 
person that you were when you began your studies. Prob- 
lems that terrified you have been adjusted. You can see 
the working of justice now in conditions that formerly ap- 
peared to you to be unmixed evils. Your faith — an open- 
eyed, reasonable faith — enables you to look forward to 
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further adjustments. You have come to know that whatev- 
er bondage you seem to be suffering under is really due to 
ignorance. And you are beginning to understand that ig- 
norance is but the resistance of certain portions of your 
physical organism to the passage of the light of the Life- 
Power’s perfect knowledge of all things. Thus, by dying 
to the old personality, you have already had glimpses of 
your true place in the scheme of things —and that true 
place is in very truth the “heaven” where no unrighteous- 
ness can enter, where sorrow is at an end, where perfect 
adjustment is the unvarying rule. (Keys 11, 13, 15) 
Returning to my simile of the whirlpool, as a symbol 
of personal existence on the physical plane, let me remind 
you that every whirlpool is in a state of intense activity. 
Yet the working power of that activity is the flow of the 
river through the whirlpool. So it is with human life. False 
mysticism is the refuge of those deluded souls who be- 
lieve that by refusing to occupy themselves with action 
they come closer to reality. Such people are continually 
trying to get out of doing what their hands find to do. True 
realization is what is pictured by THE HANGED MAN, 
namely, that the motive power is not in the personality. 
One suspends the false notion that what one does is self- 
originated. True mystics, therefore, are never mere quiet- 
ists. They are prodigious workers. Some of them, to be 
sure, work with their brains and their nerve-centers, rather 
than with their hands — but they work, just the same. Yet 
in all they do, they are aware that their personal activity is 
but a phase of the world-process on which that activity 
depends. This mental attitude is especially favorable to 
those subtle changes of the body chemistry (closely con- 
nected with the nerve-currents active in the region of the 
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body ruled by Scorpio) which bring about that awakening 
of the higher functions of the brain. As these higher func- 
tions begin to manifest, the consciousness of the person 
changes. He dies to the old man, and rises again into the 
higher order of knowing which the old books on magic 
call “The knowledge and conversation of the Holy Guar- 
dian Angel.” In this connection, let me give you a hint. 
“Angel” means messenger. The particular angel who now 
has charge of the unfoldment of your life need not neces- 
sarily be anything like what most persons imagine angels 
are. There are angels and angels, and that center of the 
Life-Power’s expression which is the means of leading 
you up higher is your particular angel for this stage of 
your journey along the Way to Freedom. (Keys 12, 13, 
14) 

Remember the fundamental doctrine of Ageless Wis- 
dod:ALL FORMS OF LIFE-EXPRESSION ARE VE- 
HICLES OF THE ONE IDENTITY. Behind and above 
your particular “guardian angel” for the present moment is 
the overshadowing perfection of the One Identity. He (or 
it may be she) to whom is entrusted the work of supervis- 
ing the present stage of your progress is but the messenger 
and representative of that Supreme One. The journey you 
are making toward the heights is the Way of Return. It is 
the upward arc of the wheel of manifestation. You, like all 
the rest of humanity, are like Hermanubis on the WHEEL 
OF FORTUNE. Your spiritual eyes are beginning to catch 
glimpses of that glorious Beyond which the Fool sees 
(hence the eyes of Hermanubis are level with the letter 
“A” or Aleph, on the Wheel). Your spiritual ears are be- 
ginning to understand the Great Message, are beginning to 
bring to you some inkling of the truth that your real being 
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is one with the ONLY ONE. Your faith is being con- 
firmed by experience, even as it is founded on reason. 
You do not blindly believe. Ageless Wisdom says to you: 
“Come, let us reason together.” It shows you relationships 
between the various phases of existence which are passed 
over by most persons. It sharpens your powers of observa- 
tion. It shows you the foot-prints of the Master Principle, 
and develops your creative imagination, so that you can 
see with the eye of faith what your physical eye has not 
yet witnessed. On its practical side, it is enabling you to 
make fine adjustments in your thinking, and is teaching 
you how to direct your emotional life into better expres- 
sion. All this is making you gradually into a new person. 
What you were is passing away. What you are is better 
than what you were. And as your spiritual vision grows 
stronger through creative imagery, you will come to un- 
derstand that pregnant saying: “Beloved, new are we the 
children of God, and (although) it has not yet been made 
manifest what we shall be, we know that when He shall be 
manifested, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as 
He is.” (Keys 9, 10, 11) 

The world of natural men and women see Him as He 
is not. Because of this, the “God” of exoteric theology all 
too often seems more devilish than divine. And the fearful 
image of the Devil in the Tarot Keys is, as you have read 
before, a picture of God misunderstood, or mentally seen 
as He is not. This vision of terror has been conjured up by 
the collective imagination of the natural man, who looks 
with dread upon anything which threatens the continuance 
of the fixed states of existence in which he mistakenly 
puts his trust. The natural man fears change, dreads novel- 
ty, detests difference. Conformity is his fetish, and when 
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any of his fellows dares to be different, he will go to any 
length to suppress the innovation and get rid of the inno- 
vator. Examine closely the picture of the Devil. He 
represents all that does not “fit in” with our comfortable 
preconceptions. But the Life-Power will not be limited by 
our ignorance, and so the natural man personifies its un- 
known activities as the demon. (Keys 15, 16, 17) 


Meditations 


FIRST DAY: Keys 9, 13, 17. The resistless energy of 
the Primal Will courses through me. It breaks down every 
obstacle to its onward movement. It opens my understand- 
ing so that I perceive the beauty of the Great Pattern of 
manifestation. THE ONE IDENTIFY TRANSFORMS 
ME INTO ITS LIKENESS AND OPENS MY EYES TO 
THE PERFECTION OF ITS PERFECT LAW. 


SECOND DAY: Keys 10, 13, 16. 1am ascending into 
a higher order of being. This very day is a day of change 
from the imperfections of the past into a closer approach 
to the Divine Reality. The lightning-flash of inspiration 
overthrows my mistaken structures of ignorance and pre- 
judice. 1 AM AN EXPRESSION OF THE ETERNAL 
PROGRESS AND TRANSFORMING POWER OF LIFE, 
WHICH BREAKS DOWN EVERY PRISON-HOUSE 
OF IGNORANCE. 


THIRD DAY: Keys 11, 13, 15. Mine is a reasoned 
faith. I die daily away from the misapprehensions of the 
past. I begin to see that evil and seeming injustice are but 
aspects of the One Good, stages of the Life-Power’s un- 
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foldment which I have yet to understand. I AM A CEN- 
TER OF THE POWER OF ADJUSTMENT, WHICH 
OVERCOMES AND TRANSFORMS INTO BEAUTY 
EVERY APPEARANCE OF EVIL. 


FOURTH DAY: Keys 12, 13, 14. The Life-Power is 
me, and flowing through me, does all this. My thoughts 
and words and deeds are but phases of the Great Trans- 
formation. Let them be guided this day by that Messenger 
of Reality whose office it is to guide me in the Way to 
Freedom. I AM CALM AND POISED IN THE MIDST 
OF ALL THESE CHANGES; FOR I KNOW THEY ARE 
TRANSFORMING ME INTO A MORE PERFECT IM- 
AGE OF THE ONE REALITY. 


FIFTH DAY: Keys 9, 10, 11. The One Identity 
watches over me. The cycles of necessity bring me ever 
nearer to the Inevitable Perfection. The forces of my life 
are balanced and true. MY TRUE SELF IS THE WIT- 
NESS, AND THE MOVER, AND THE REGULATOR 
OF PERFECT WORK. 


SIXTH DAY: Keys 15, 16, 17. There is no bondage 
save that of ignorance and fear. Am I in prison? Then I 
have built the walls myself. Reality needs no walls for its 
protection, nor will Truth suffer herself to be veiled. 
SEEMING EVIL IS MY OPPORTUNITY TO BREAK 
DOWN SOME BARRIER OF IGNORANCE AND FIND 
MY WAY INTO THE PARADISE OF THINGS AS 
THEY REALLY ARE. 
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Class 1 
(Key 14) The Sure Support 


X & + = Double Cross (Excluding Center Key) adds to 28 


(8 Spokes) 
On the Fool's garments are ten wheels, each having 
eight spokes. The same arrangement appears at the center 
of the wheel on Key 10, on the stars of Key 17, and is the 
basis of the disposition of the sun's rays on Key 19. This 
arrangement of four lines so as to form eight angles of 45 
degrees is an important clue to the right use of Tarot. If 
we imagine such a double cross as being drawn on a table, 
and then place eight Tarot Keys at the extremities of the 
lines, and a ninth Key at the center, we shall forma 
combination of symbols which has power to bring out 
meanings of the Keys which would not be so apparent if 
the cards were considered separately. 
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Section SECOND | THE SCHOOL OF AGELESS WISDOM 
Lesson 13 TAROT INSTRUCTION 


The tableau for this week is: 


10 Il 12 
13. 14 = «#15 
16 17 18 


The magic square is: 


13 18 = 11 
12 14 16 
17 10 = = 15 


The central key in both arrangements is No. 14, 
TEMPERANCE. The constant summation of the magic 
squire is 42. It shows discrimination (Key 6), as the con- 
sequence of the operation of memory (Key 2) through rea- 
son (Key 4). Thus, this tableau emphasizes memory as the 
source of material upon which reason works, to the end 
that discrimination may be expressed. Key 14 shows what 
is the real nature of the process whereby we develop dis- 
crimination. Key 6 typifies the outcome of this process. 

Now, in Lesson 12 you were told that the “Knowledge 
and Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel” might well 
mean your association with some personality a little 
beyond you on the Way to Freedom. Yet it was also said 
that the messenger who guides you on your way, no mat- 
ter how little advanced beyond you he may be, is, as mes- 
senger or guardian angel, but a channel to put you in con- 
tact with the One Identity symbolized by THE HERMIT. 
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This week you will find the emphasis falling on the 
thought that the process, whereby we develop discrimina- 
tion through reasoning correctly upon materials afforded 
by remembered experience, is a process due in large 
measure to the fact that we are acted upon by intelligences 
more highly developed than our own. In other words, 
there comes a time in every person’s occult progress when 
he realizes that he himself is in a sense the subject of an 
experiment. They to whom this idea is repugnant make 
evident by that very repugnance the fact that no matter 
how glibly they make think about occultism and talk 
about it, they have yet to experience in their own persons 
some of its fundamental verities. The plain truth is that 
none of us would be as far along on the path of attainment 
as we are had we not been worked upon, experimented 
with, tempered and modified with loving care by other 
human beings whose training and experience qualify them 
for this work. Sometimes it is only after long years that 
this truth dawns upon the student. He may suppose him- 
self to be a perfectly free agent, doing just exactly what he 
pleases. He may be inclined to pride himself on his inde- 
pendence, on his perseverance, on his desire to advance to 
better things. But sooner or later he begins to realize that, 
all along, he has been under direction. As the years go by 
he can look back and see that he has been led, as gently 
and lovingly as the blind are led by those who care for 
them. With this realization comes a great humbleness, and 
a great thankfulness. One sees then that the protection and 
care of the ONE IDENTITY reach us through the chan- 
nels of other lives. The better one knows that ONE 
IDENTITY, the clearer his consciousness of his relation 
to It, the more able is he to act as a director for those 
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whose grasp of the truth is not so clear as his. Thus we are 
all at various stages in human development. From Those 
above us we receive aid, and we are in some degree the 
materials with which their experiments are carried on. Si- 
milarly, when we realize the truth, we shall be carrying on 
similar experiments of our own. As Lao-tze says: “Imper- 
fect men are the materials with which the wise man 
works.” All this work consists in a series of demonstra- 
tions that every human personality is a center of expres- 
sion for the whole series of cosmic cycles. By his work 
with those under his direction, the wise man learns, him- 
self, more and more concerning the Law of Cycles. The 
effect of his labors on those who are assigned to him is 
always to make them, in turn, more and more conscious of 
the operation of the same law in their own lives. Remem- 
ber, true occultism is not a system of beliefs. On the con- 
trary, it is a system of verified and verifiable knowledge. 
The work of the practical occultist aims ever at the reduc- 
tion of the number of his beliefs, and the substitution of 
positive knowledge in their place. In the main, the subject 
of the various experiments is the occultist’s own organ- 
ism. The great art of transmutation is the transmutation of 
one’s own personal vehicle. Step by step it is raised and 
purified. Imperfections are purged out of it. New cells and 
groups of cells are made to function, until at last the work 
is completed by the substitution of the deathless spiritual 
body of the Master for the corruptible mortal vehicle with 
which he was born. (Keys 10, 14, 18) 

Such transformations require fine adjustments, and 
they demand faith, too. Yet it is by no means blind faith. 
Rather is it the imaginative development, in concrete men- 
tal forms, of fundamental propositions or seed-thoughts 
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which are strictly reasonable, and which rest on the basis 
of proven and probable fact. Thus, over and over again the 
wise books admonish us to test every proposition in the 
fires of actual experience. It is not to the lazy that Nature 
unveils her beauty. (Keys 11, 14, 17) 

One of the hardest lessons for the beginner on this 
path of practical occultism is that which Jesus dramatical- 
ly expressed in his doctrine of non-resistance. With cha- 
racteristic Oriental exuberance of metaphor, he brought 
the principle down to the practical plane of personal rela- 
tions. “Agree with thine adversary quickly, whilst thou are 
in the way with him.” For untold millenniums the merely 
natural man has looked upon every other person as a po- 
tential enemy, and upon nature as an opponent. Ageless 
Wisdom denies this fallacy, and the progress of modern 
science confirms the truth of the denial. Even exoteric la- 
boratory research demonstrates by actual experiment that 
there is nothing in nature intrinsically inimical to man. 
Everything has its use, and can be employed by us to en- 
hance our happiness and enlarge our boundaries of con- 
trol. But before we can accomplish anything, we must 
realize our utter personal dependence on the cosmic order. 
We must see that all our troubles are the result of our ig- 
norance of the way things really are. We must destroy our 
ancient habitations of ignorance by the influx of the light 
of truth. (Keys 12, 14, 16) 

Even death must no longer be looked upon as an evi- 
dence of the unfriendliness of nature. Still less must it be 
regarded as the working of a spiritual power of evil, ma- 
lignantly opposing the welfare of mankind. By certain 
types of experiment it is possible to demonstrate that the 
very forces which bring about the death of a human body 
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can be so directed that they will first of all awaken centers 
in the brain which can register our experiences as con- 
scious persons during periods when we are not function- 
ing on the physical plane. This knowledge gained, it is 
possible to pass to a yet higher stage of unfoldment, and 
then the adept makes for himself a physical vehicle so en- 
during, so perfectly and radiantly healthy, and so free a 
channel for the manifestation of the subtler forces of na- 
ture, that he may continue to exist on the physical plane 
for a period of years far in excess of the ordinary life- 
span. And when he does lay aside his physical body, what 
occurs is not death in the ordinary sense of the word. 
Thus, by being able to remain for a long time on the phys- 
ical plane, the adept masters easily the most difficult of 
human problems. (Keys 13, 14, 15) 

All this has its beginning in an intellectual recognition 
of the truth that every human personality is a particular 
expression of an eternal order. At first this perception as- 
sumes the form of belief. It is a conviction which is forced 
upon us by careful reasoning, following close observation 
of the course of nature. Then comes imaginative devel- 
opment of the seed-idea, and the building up of definite 
mental images of the logical consequences to which that 
idea leads. Here all the creative powers of the mind are 
brought into play. Furthermore, since mental images al- 
ways tend to express themselves in action, the imaginative 
development of the seed-idea produces actual changes in 
circumstance which demonstrate the validity of the origi- 
nal thought. Little by little all the old habits of thought are 
reversed, and there comes into manifestation a corres- 
ponding reversal of one’s situation. Joy takes the place of 
sorrow, health supplants disease, prosperity is manifested 
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instead of poverty, and wisdom replaces ignorance. (Keys 
10, 11, 12) 

This whole process of verification, then, begins with 
the overthrow of our false notions. By substituting accu- 
rate observation for superficial acquaintance with surface 
appearances, we store our memories, with records of our 
experience of things, as they are, instead of with impres- 
sions of things as they look. Then, through meditating 
upon what we have learned, we begin to see relationships 
unperceived by the majority of human beings, and the 
process also effects an adjustment of the balance among 
certain centers of force in our nervous system. This is 
what is represented by the symmetrical arrangement of 
stars in Key 17. These stars represent forces at work 
through physical centers which are closely connected with 
the glands of the endocrine system. Through the right ad- 
justment of the functions of these glands, the body- 
chemistry is changed and we are transformed from the 
state of the natural man into the state of spiritual humani- 
ty. The seed of right thought bears fruit in perfected bo- 
dies. It is by this process that we are graduated from the 
school of natural humanity, and take our rightful place in 
the ranks of those who belong to the “twice-born.” (Keys 
16, 17, 18) 

I cannot make it too emphatic that the methods of 
practical occultism are directed to a distinct physiological 
modification. We hear much of adepts, and in certain 
quarters, altogether too much about astral bodies and other 
finer vehicles of personality. Finer vehicles there certainly 
are, and we have to learn, as part of our training, how to 
function consciously in them, and how to impress upon 
the physical brain a record of that functioning. But not a 
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little of the teaching to be found in books purporting to 
deal with practical occultism, is such that it leads to the 
belief that the physical body is only an obstacle to spiri- 
tual development. This is a gross error. An unhealthy 
body is certainly a bar to occult progress, and all the wise 
books insist, therefore, that physical health must precede 
any attempt to work with the finer forces, especially in 
those forms of practice which in the Orient are called Yo- 
ga, and in the West, Alchemy. This is one reason why 
these lessons have so little to say about that kind of prac- 
tice. Experience has taught me that even such relatively 
simple and carefully chosen exercises as I have sometimes 
given for work with the finer types of vibration are often 
misapplied. Careful as I have been to give explicit direc- 
tions, some of my pupils have disregarded my plainly 
stated warnings against psychism and against overdoing 
work of this type. Even the best efforts of a teacher cannot 
altogether avert the consequences of misguided enthu- 
siasm on the part of some of his pupils. Nor can they elim- 
inate the tendency of some types of mind to think that 
they know better what to do than the person they have ac- 
cepted as their instructor. So let me repeat. “Astral work” 
is dangerous for persons who are not in perfect physical 
health. Furthermore, the main object of occult practice is 
not the development of the higher and finer vehicles. 
The notion that these vehicles need development is 
one of the great fallacies of pseudo-occultism. It is the 
physical body that must be purified and perfected. Your 
finer bodies are perfectly all right just as they are. The 
Great Work consists of the integration of “the strong force 
of all forces” right here on the physical plane. That work 
includes various kinds of mental practice, and work with 
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the Tarot Keys affords unlimited opportunities for this. 
But the objective is the building of a new type of organ- 
ism. And, as I said at the beginning of this lesson, that 
new type of organism will not grow in and of itself. 

It does grow by the application of the very same laws 
and forces which have brought it to its present stage of 
what I have called “natural humanity.” But it must be tak- 
en beyond that stage, and this can be done in no other way 
than by the conscious and intentional application of those 
laws and forces. I think it should be fairly easy to under- 
stand that no work of this kind can succeed if one’s efforts 
are directed to the wrong end. This is why I am insisting 
that the unfoldment of a new kind of physical body, and 
not the development of any of our finer vehicles, is the ob- 
ject for which we are working. 

This being understood, it should also be easy to see 
that since the subconscious mind is the body-builder, we 
shall get our new bodies as a result of its activities. From 
what we know of the subconscious mind, it should also be 
evident that since its activities are automatic, and are ab- 
solutely determined by our habitual conscious mental atti- 
tudes, the first stages of the Great Work must be those 
which effect a change in our conscious thinking. It is for 
this reason that the Tarot series begins with the Magician, 
the Key which represents the use of our conscious intel- 
lectual powers in acts of concentrated attention, which at- 
tention, as you will see from a glance at the symbols of 
that Key, is to be directed to the field of sensory expe- 
rience. When we observe that field accurately, our minds 
are stored with true impressions, and these bear fruit ulti- 
mately in the regeneration of our bodies. 
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Meditations 


FIRST DAY: Keys 10, 14, 18. I am on the upward 
turn of the Wheel of Life which brings me ever nearer the 
one true Goal. I embrace every opportunity to verify the 
truths of Ageless Wisdom. The Perfect Law is being built 
up in my body. ALL THAT IA MIS RELATED TO THE 
WHOLE LIFE-EXPRESSION, AND UNDER THE 
GUIDANCE OF THE UNIVERSAL MIND, I PRESS 
ONWARD TO THE HEIGHTS OF LIBERATION. 


SECOND DAY: Keys 11, 14, 17. I live my faith. It is 
a reasonable expectation of eternal progress. Every day I 
look for fresh revelations of truth, MY WHOLE LIFE IS 
ADJUSTED BY THE GREATER LIFE THAT WORKS 
THROUGHOUT TO REVEAL ITS PERFECTION. 


THIRD DAY: Keys 12, 14, 16. I am consciously re- 
versing my former states of mind. I welcome every trial of 
my devotion to the One Reality. I welcome the overthrow 
of every erroneous opinion. I AM THE UNMOVED 
WITNESS OF THE GREAT TRANSMUTATION, 
WHICH PUTS AN END TO THE SENSE OF SEPA- 
RATENESS. 


FOURTH DAY: Keys 13, 14, 15. I welcome change. I 
see in all experience that the One Life works upon me to 
purify my whole personality. I face problems with equa- 
nimity, for I am one with That which knows the right an- 
swer to them all. THIS IS A NEW DAY, AND I MEET 
ITS TESTS WITH JOY, CONFIDENT THAT EVERY 
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SEEMING ADVERSITY IS BUT ANOTHER OPPOR- 
TUNITY. 


FIFTH DAY: Keys 10, 11, 12. The Spirit at the heart 
of the universe is one with my spirit. The law that rules 
the stars rules also in my members. My support is the 
eternal. I AM UNMOVED BY CHANGING CIR- 
CUMSTNACE, POISED IN THE MIDST OF ACTION, 
CERTAIN OF SUPPORT IN ALL APPARENT VICIS- 
SITUDES. 


SIXTH DAY: Keys 16, 17, 18. This day the lightning- 
flash of some new knowledge of Reality rids me of anoth- 
er error. Let me be still, that I may see Truth. The path is 
open before me, and | press on toward the goal. I AM 
FREED FROM THE SENSE OF SEPARATENESS, 
AND REST THIS DAY IN THE UNBROKEN KNOW- 
LEDGE OF THE TRUTH THAT, EVEN IN MY BODY, 
I AM BEING RAISED TO A HEIGHT BEYOND ALL 
FORMER ATTAINMENTS. 


SEVENTH DAY: Use only the Pattern. 
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Class 1 
(Key 15) The Renewing of the Mind 


X & + = Double Cross (Excluding Center Key) adds to 30 


(8 Spokes) 
On the Fool's garments are ten wheels, each having 
eight spokes. The same arrangement appears at the center 
of the wheel on Key 10, on the stars of Key 17, and is the 
basis of the disposition of the sun's rays on Key 19. This 
arrangement of four lines so as to form eight angles of 45 
degrees is an important clue to the right use of Tarot. If 
we imagine such a double cross as being drawn on a table, 
and then place eight Tarot Keys at the extremities of the 
lines, and a ninth Key at the center, we shall forma 
combination of symbols which has power to bring out 
meanings of the Keys which would not be so apparent if 
the cards were considered separately. 
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Section SECOND | THE SCHOOL OF AGELESS WISDOM 
Lesson 14 TAROT INSTRUCTION 


The tableau for this week is: 


11 612) (13 
14 15 16 
17 18 19 


The magic square is: 


14 19 12 
13. 150617 
18 Il 16 


In both arrangements the central Key is No. 15, THE 
DEVIL. The constant summation of the magic square is 
45. It shows our consciousness of the overshadowing 
presence of the One Identity (Key 9) as the consequence 
of the operation of Intuition (Key 5) through reason (Key 
4). Thus, this tableau shows intuition as the source of ma- 
terial upon which reason works, to the end that we may 
become truly responsive to the One Identity. Key 15 
shows what brings us to this awareness. Key 9 is the Tarot 
representation of that awareness itself. 

It is almost noteworthy that the constant summation of 
the magic square is the number of the word ADM, Adam 
(A=1, D=4, M=40). Thus, we may expect to find that this 
square of Tarot Keys yields some definite answer to the 
question, “What is man?” Again, 45 is the extension of 9, 
or sum of the numbers from 0 to 9, so that the constant 
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summation of the magic square points to the complete ex- 
pression of the power represented by the 9" Key. 

If we put all these ideas together, it begins to be evi- 
dent that here the Tarot is reminding us: 1. That reason is 
not limited to past experience, or the sense-life, for mate- 
rials. It may receive material from above its own level. 
And when that higher knowledge comes down, it must be 
just as carefully classified, and just as carefully fitted into 
our reasoned constitution of the universe, as anything 
learnt from observation, as anything called forth from 
memory, or as anything suggested by imagination. The 
Emperor, in other words, does not surrender his rule, at 
his own level, even to the Hierophant, and reason must 
check up on intuition, before intuition can be of use here 
on our present level of human operation. 

2. That although awareness of the One Identity comes 
to us intuitively, that intuition is not complete realization. 
To attain to realization, the intuition must be clearly per- 
ceived at the conscious level of reason, and that level built 
into our mental scheme of the cosmic order. This is neces- 
sary because full realization of our relation to the One 
Identity requires certain definite changes in our bodies, 
both as to structure and chemistry. It is perfectly true that 
the merely natural man cannot receive the higher know- 
ledge of the spirit. It is also true that the bodily changes 
which enable him to receive that knowledge must be ef- 
fected through the agency of the subconscious mind. But 
the subconscious mind is normally under the direction of 
the self-conscious levels of awareness. True it is that, as 
Key 6 intimates, we may so train sub-consciousness that 
she will act as the reflector of super-conscious knowledge 
into our field of personal awareness. Yet to give us the full 
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realization, sub-consciousness must change or transmute 
our physical bodies, and this it cannot do unless we accept 
such transformation as not only possible, but reasonable. 
This is the inner significance of that passage which says: 
“T beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept- 
able unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be 
not confirmed to this world: but be yet transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.” Note, too, 
that Key 9 represents Intelligence of Will. 

3. That the place of man in the cosmic order is pre- 
cisely to act as the agency whereby the Cosmic Will may 
be provided, or tested or tried. Man, where evolution 
leaves him, is ready for transformation. Evolution can car- 
ry him no farther along the path. A thousand generations 
hence will find no man liberated from conformity to “this 
world,” unless he participates in his own self-evolution. 
The unique position of man among all creatures that we 
know anything about is that he can change his body by 
changing his mind, and thus provide himself with a new 
instrument through which the Life-Power may manifest 
the higher levels of its infinite potencies. 

Faith is required for this, but all the attributions of 
Key 11, which represents the Faithful Intelligence, show 
us that this is no blind faith. The properly instructed stu- 
dent of Ageless Wisdom has a deep and abiding faith, but 
it is rooted in observation, and perfected by reason. The 
problems of life do not look less terrifying to an occultist 
than they do to an ordinary man. The difference is that the 
practical occultist has been through a course of training 
which makes him know that no problem is really so bad as 
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it looks. Furthermore, as he advances in his experimental 
work, he learns that there are other sources of knowledge 
and power than those which are reported to us by our 
senses. He is not sense-bound, for when he begins to suc- 
ceed in his practical work, he becomes actually a new 
creature. His outward appearance may not be strikingly 
different from that of the rest of humanity. His inner life, 
however, is of a very different kind. He knows himself to 
belong to what is virtually a new species on this planet —a 
species, so to say, self-generated. (Keys 11, 15, 19) 

In the passage just quoted from St. Paul, the original 
Greek says: “Be not fashioned in accordance with this 
age.” Such is the invariable message of the Ageless Wis- 
dom. Therefore are its adepts invariably strangers among 
their own kin, men and women whose course of life is 
looked upon with distrust, and unless they conceal their 
aims and convictions, such persons are often denounced 
and persecuted. What is the fashion, in any age, is never 
the Inner Truth, for fashions change under the influence of 
the race sub-consciousness. The practical occultist aims to 
reverse conditions by reversing his thought, first of all. 
His views are in nearly every respect the exact opposites 
of those held by the merely natural man. Listen, for exam- 
ple, to Eliphas Levi, who tells us of the Great Magical 
Agent, in these words: “The Astral Light is the key of all 
dominion. It is the first physical manifestation of the Di- 
vine Breath. The Gnostics represented it as the burning 
body of the Holy Ghost. It is represented on ancient mo- 
numents by the serpent devouring its own tail. It is the 
Hyle of the Gnostics. Lastly, it is the devil of exoteric 
dogmatism.” That is to say, it is what Tarot represents by 
Key 15. But what a reversal of common opinion to say 
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that the “key of all dominion” is “the devil of exoteric 
dogmatism!” Small wonder that the sages have suffered 
martyrdom in every age when the herd-mind has had the 
upper hand in the affairs of men! The great problem the 
practical occultist has to face is one which assumes pro- 
tean forms. It is the problem of his own ignorance, and 
particularly the problem of his ignorance as to the reversal 
of the currents of the Astral Light. He who solves this 
problem can rule all things, for he can so change his phys- 
ical body that it may be used as an instrument for the di- 
rection of modes of force which would consume the ordi- 
nary physical vehicle of human personality. (Keys 12, 15, 
18) 

“Dissolution,” say the alchemists, “is the secret of the 
Great Work,” and they represent dissolution by the sym- 
bol which you see on Key 10 of Tarot, just above the let- 
ter “R” on the wheel. This you know also as the symbol of 
the sign Aquarius, the Water-Bearer. The sign Aquarius is 
the particular one which has greatest influence in the age 
we are now entering. It is peculiarly the sign of Man, and 
is represented on Keys 10 and 21 by the man’s head in the 
upper left-hand corner of the card. Thus, it is toward what 
this sign represents that the Fool, in Key 0, is looking. In 
chemistry, dissolution is now termed analysis, and this is 
what is meant by the alchemical dictum quoted at the be- 
ginning of this paragraph. Every problem has first to be 
analyzed. Its component parts must be separated from 
each other and carefully measured. In Key 15 we have the 
picture of many parts put together in disorderly, or chao- 
tic, fashion. To understand this picture of the Devil, we 
must take it to pieces. Then only do we see that what it re- 
ally represents is something that is both male and female, 
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something that is found in all the elements (wings=Air, 
eagle’s talons=Water, goat’s horns and gross body=Earth, 
torch=Fire). Then it dawns upon us that the whole design 
represents a disorderly combination of forces, and the re- 
versed pentagram at the top of the picture gives us the key 
to the cause of the disorder. It is when man’s ignorance 
reverses his true position of dominion over the elements 
that trouble comes. And, in general, breaking every prob- 
lem into its parts is valuable because it shows us where 
those parts fit into the cosmic order. And thus analysis 
leads to synthesis, and synthesis is what unveils the beau- 
tiful truth behind the ugly face of every problem. (Keys 
13, 15, 17) 

I previously stated that man must participate in his 
self-evolution if he is to advance to higher levels than 
those represented by the consciousness of the herd-mind. 
Yet you must not understand form this that Ageless Wis- 
dom holds that man has a power which he may contribute 
to the Great Work, or may, if he chooses, withhold from 
it. For then man would be more powerful than the Univer- 
sal Spirit whence he came, and could defeat the purposes 
of that Spirit. To be exact, it is not until work of the Spirit 
upon us has so changed us, that we do consciously realize 
what is going on within us, that we can be said to partici- 
pate in the Great Work. Those, for example, who reject 
the Ageless Wisdom, cannot accept it, and this is also de- 
clared by St. Paul when he says: “The natural man recei- 
veth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foo- 
lishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned.” Up to a certain point, we are all 
the subjects of the work of transmutation. Beyond that 
point we become participants. From this time on there is a 
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subtle, but very real change in our mental attitude. We no 
longer fear problems. We welcome every problem as a 
fresh opportunity. As I said before, the problems do not 
look any less terrifying, but they no longer terrify us. And 
because we know ourselves to be centers of expression for 
a power wise and strong enough to resolve every problem 
into its component parts and bring those parts together 
again into orderly arrangement, we face every problem 
boldly and without bitterness of heart. The state of mind I 
am now describing does not come all at once. It is pre- 
ceded by the break-up of a great many structures of false 
knowledge. Storm and stress precede the calm of serene 
meditation. Thus the Psalmist tells us that a heart utterly 
shattered and broken is not despised by God. By which he 
means that until we have dissolved our subconscious 
complexes of erroneous opinion, based on our acceptance 
of the illusion of separateness as being not an illusion but 
an actual reality, there is no possibility of advancing 
beyond the state of bondage to problems and circumstance 
which is the ordinary predicament of the natural man. 
(Keys 14, 15, 16) 

Remember that the transformation begins with faith. 
For faith, be it understood, is not in these days exclusively 
limited to religion, philosophy, or metaphysics. Our mod- 
ern scientists exercise a degree of faith that surpasses in its 
intensity anything achieved by the religious devotee. No- 
body ever saw an electron, but a few scientists doubt their 
existence. And as this is being written, Dr. Crile has just 
told a Cleveland audience that in every cubic inch of our 
muscles, there are probably 4,000,000,000 tiny points of 
radiant energy, each of which has a temperature from 
3,000 to 6,000 degrees centigrade. His faith in the pres- 
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ence of these tiny hot points in our bodies is a reasonable 
faith, justified by the fact that protoplasm emits ultra- 
violet rays. Hence he argues correctly that, since we know 
it takes a temperature of at least 3,000 degrees to produce 
ultra-violet rays, there must be these high temperatures in 
extremely diminutive hot points in our muscles. We do 
not feel the heat because the points are so small that they 
do not affect our senses. This discovery of Dr. Crile’s, by 
the way, is a direct confirmation of the old occult doctrine 
that man is a microcosm, and the newspaper dispatch in 
which it is reported by The Associated Press says: “We 
may say that protoplasm is a Milky Way consisting of ‘so- 
lar systems’ infinitely diminutive, each created in its own 
image by the sun’s radiance. So, step by step, does the ad- 
vance of science confirm the ancient doctrines of occult- 
ism, and strengthen our reasonable conviction that human 
life is related to, and dependent upon, the world-organism. 
The whole universe flows through us, and the very stuff 
our bodies are made of is structurally a miniature copy of 
the stars of heaven. This fiery energy is the basis of our 
existence as human personalities, and the particular form 
of it which holds the greatest possibilities for us is that 
which ordinarily finds expression through the reproduc- 
tive function. When we know the nature of this energy, we 
can control its currents, and reverse their ordinary opera- 
tion. It is by this means that we may emerge from the 
bondage of the natural man into the freedom of the higher 
order of being, for which “natural humanity” is but the 
seed-form. And in so emerging from natural humanity, we 
shall be released, as our final demonstration, from the 
bondage to death which the Bible rightly describes as the 
“last enemy.” (Keys 11, 12, 13) 
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Meditation is one of the most important practices in- 
volved in our release from natural humanity. It is primari- 
ly a state of intentional receptivity to the spiritual life that 
flows into our field of personality from super-conscious 
levels. We must open ourselves to that life in order to me- 
diate. At the same time we must keep self-consciousness 
on the alert, and hold our attention to some specific object 
towards which, or around which, the stream of intelli- 
gence which comes from higher levels may be directed. 
Right meditation should be aimed always at the co- 
ordination of all our energies, as hinted by the balanced 
arrangement of stars in Key 17, and this co-ordination has 
a physical result. Meditation is not merely a mental 
process. It changes the physical body, modifies its chemi- 
stry and structure. For our emergence from natural hu- 
manity is just as definitely a physiological modification as 
is the emergence of the natural man from the animal king- 
dom. If we are to be transformed by the renewing of our 
minds, it is not less true that the result of the transforma- 
tion is a real regeneration, to which the wise refer when 
they say we must be born again. (Keys 17, 18, 19) 


Meditations 


FIRST DAY: Keys 11, 15, 19. Today I have fresh op- 
portunities to adjust and adapt the forces of life. Those 
opportunities come as the problems I shall meet this day. 
Through solving them, I may become a new creature. | 
HAVE POWER TO ADJUST ALL DIFFICULTIES, 
FORI AMA DIRECT EXPRESSION OF THE RULING 
POWER OF THE UNIVERSE. 
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SECOND DAY: Keys 12, 15, 18. Today I set myself 
to reverse my former errors. Let me remember that what- 
ever frightens me does so because I have not learned its 
meaning. Let me press onward in the way of liberation, 
towards the goal of enlightenment. I AM THE AGENT 
OF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE. IT KNOWS MY PROB- 
LEMS, AND IS SHAPING MY VERY FLESH TO THE 
END THAT I MAY SOLVE THEM. 


THIRD DAY: Keys 13, 15, 17. Iam transformed by 
the renewing of my mind. There is no bondage for me 
save that of my own ignorance. That bondage I dissolve 
today through calm meditation. 1 ANALYZE MY PROB- 
LEMS, AND DISCERN THE OPPORTUNITIES THEY 
HOLD FOR ME, THROUGH MY PRACTICE OF 
CALM MEDITATION ON THEIR TRUE MEANING. 


FOURTH DAY: Keys 14, 15, 16. I see myself today 
as the subject of the Great Work of spiritual transmuta- 
tion. My bondage, however real it may appear to be, is on- 
ly a delusion. It will end when I am released from the 
prisons of error I have built myself. THE ONE SELF IS 
WORKING THROUGH ME TO SOLVE EVERY 
PROBLEM AND RELEASE ME FROM ALL ERRO- 
NEOUS OPINION. 


FIFTH DAY: Keys 11, 12, 13. My faith is grounded 
in reason. I entrust myself to a cosmic order for which I 
have abundant evidence. Not even death frightens me, for 
I know its purpose. I AM POISED AND SECURE IN 
THE MIDST OF CHANGE. 
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SIXTH DAY: Keys 17, 18, 19. Today, in silent medi- 
ation, I shall catch a new glimpse of truth. For I am being 
transformed bodily by the new knowledge I am receiving. 
The process of regeneration is at work within me. AS I 
SEE TRUTH, I AM TRANSFORMED INTO A MORE 
PERFECT LIKENESS OF MY SPIRITUAL ORIGIN. 


SEVENTH DAY: Pattern on the Trestle Board only. 
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Class 1 
(Key 16) Inspiration 


X & + = Double Cross (Excluding Center Key) adds to 32 


(8 Spokes) 
On the Fool's garments are ten wheels, each having 
eight spokes. The same arrangement appears at the center 
of the wheel on Key 10, on the stars of Key 17, and is the 
basis of the disposition of the sun's rays on Key 19. This 
arrangement of four lines so as to form eight angles of 45 
degrees is an important clue to the right use of Tarot. If 
we imagine such a double cross as being drawn on a table, 
and then place eight Tarot Keys at the extremities of the 
lines, and a ninth Key at the center, we shall form a 
combination of symbols which has power to bring out 
meanings of the Keys which would not be so apparent if 
the cards were considered separately. 
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Section SECOND | THE SCHOOL OF AGELESS WISDOM 
Lesson 15 TAROT INSTRUCTION 


The tableau for this week is: 


12 13 14 
15 16 17 
18 19 20 


The magic square is: 


15 20 = = 13 
14 16 18 
19 12 17 


In both arrangements, the central Key is No. 16, THE 
TOWER. The constant summation of the magic square is 
48. It shows the adept’s reversal of ordinary states of con- 
sciousness (Key 12) as the consequence of the working of 
the law represented by Key 8 through reason (Key 4). 
This tableau shows that in order to reason correctly, we 
must profit by the law that all sub-human states of the life- 
force are under the control of the subconscious level of 
human mentality. Faulty reasoning is often the result of 
our ignorance of this law. Key 16 shows how the law 
works to overthrow error. Key 12 shows the state of con- 
sciousness which is the result of our release from our 
complexes of mistaken opinion. 

The constant summation of the magic square, 48, is 
also the number of the word KVKB, Kokab (K=20, V=6, 
K=20, B=2). This word, Kokab is the Hebrew for “Mer- 
cury,” the planet. It therefore relates to all things Hermet- 
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ic, and particularly to the power of attentive concentration, 
represented in Tarot by the MAGICIAN. 

Kokab, however, has a more general meaning than its 
special application to the planet Mercury. It is the generic 
Hebrew term for star. Thus the Great Magical Agent, 
which Eliphas Levi calls “Astral Light”, would be AVR 
HKVKBIM, Aur Ha-Kokabin, “Light of the Stars” in He- 
brew. The numeration of these two words is 310 
(AVR=207 + HK VKBIM=103). This is the numeration of 
DVSh, to conquer, of ChBSh, to bind, and of ISh, is, our 
essence, being. The Astral Light, as Levi tells us, is the 
blind force that souls must conquer. It binds us so long as 
we remain in ignorance of its nature and laws. Yet it is the 
very essence of our being, for it is the substance of heaven 
and earth, diffused through infinity. When we master and 
direct its currents, we become the depositaries of the pow- 
er of God, or the Astral Light, which is the First Matter of 
alchemists, is the power whose super-conscious manife- 
Station is represented by Key 0, whose self-conscious 
modes of expression are symbolized by the Magician, and 
whose subconscious law of operation is pictured in Key 8. 
Thus it is interesting to note that the number 310 also is 
the numeration of the word KPIR, Kefeer, a young lion. 
(See Key 8) 

The central idea in this lesson is represented by Key 
16. It is the overthrow of error by right knowledge. Your 
other studies of Key 16 have told you that the basis of all 
error is the delusion of separateness, pictured by the lone- 
ly peak on which the Tower is built. Right knowledge is 
symbolized in this Key by the lightning-flash, which is al- 
so the symbol of the Flaming Sword, for it is a representa- 
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tion of the ten aspects of the Life-Power, the ten Sephiroth 
of the Qabalists. 

Now, in Hebrew “The flaming sword” (Gen. 3.24) is 
LHT HChRB, Lawhat Ha-Khereb (44 + 215 = 259). 
“‘Lawhat,” which is translated “flaming,” means also 
“magical,” or “the force of enchantment.” By numeration 
it is connected with the word DM, Dam, Blood. Ha- 
Khereb, the sword, is equal by numeration to AVRCh, a 
path, a narrow way, and to ZRCh, to irradiate, to rise (as 
the sun). Briefly stated, the esoteric doctrine indicated by 
these Qabalistic correspondences is that the magical force 
is in the blood, that its direction is the path of liberation, 
and that as it rises in our consciousness and sends its ra- 
diance through our lives, we are set free. It is called the 
flaming sword in the Genesis story of the FALL, because 
that story refers to the descent of consciousness from the 
higher inner planes to the physical. The sword turns 
“every way” because it is the fire-force in the 
bloodstream, circulating through our bodies, and therefore 
turning in every direction. It keeps us out of Eden, for the 
time being, so that we may gain knowledge of the physi- 
cal plane. But this same force in our blood is what we 
must learn to use, in order to overcome the delusions that 
cause all our difficulties. 

The first point to be considered is that, in order to 
break up our complexes of error, represented by the 
Tower, we must adopt the mental attitude expressed by 
Key 12. Conscious and voluntary reversal of our thinking 
is indispensable. This reversal must be practiced conti- 
nually. We must reverse the notion that we are personally 
independent and substitute for it the truth that physically, 
mentally and spiritually we are related to the cosmic 
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whole and utterly dependent thereon. We must also re- 
verse our notion of what we mean by the pronoun “I,” so 
that we see the identity of that “I” as synonymous with 
Universal Spirit. This takes lots of practice, for it does not 
come naturally to us. Yet this practice will result, even- 
tually, in the overthrow of all our subconscious complexes 
of error. More, it will work directly upon our physical bo- 
dies, changing them just a little every day, altering both 
chemistry and structure, until at length we shall be re- 
leased from the bondage to three-dimensional appear- 
ances, and come actually to know ourselves as four- 
dimensional beings. Remember, we do not become four- 
dimensional beings by this process. We only become di- 
rectly and positively aware that we are, and then we can 
exercise powers belonging to that state. (Keys 12, 16, 19) 

It is the Mars-force, which is directly involved in the 
transformation of personality, that overthrows error. The 
magic power that flames in our blood-stream (and flames, 
too, in every bit of protoplasm in our bodies) flows out of 
the symbolic North, the place of darkness and terror which 
represents all things unknown, toward the East and South, 
representing enlightenment and power. That is to say, it is 
by the control of forces which in every generation of ordi- 
nary humanity have inspired terror, and have been sur- 
rounded by taboos, that the real Magician first of all trans- 
forms himself, and then, through himself, his world. He 
works first upon himself that he may build a different or- 
ganism, capable of registering vibrations in his environ- 
ment unperceived by those who have not made themselves 
over. This new organism is also able to direct forces 
which the ordinary human body cannot manipulate. Thus, 
the true Magician finds himself in a new world, and rear- 
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ranges it in ways that seem miraculous to ignorant bys- 
tanders. He denies and destroys his old “self,” for that 
false self really is non-existent. Thus all magic includes 
self-immolation. But out of the destroyed false “self,” sa- 
crificed upon the flaming pyre of right knowledge, rises, 
like the fabled Phoenix, the true Self. And this regenerated 
Self is the solar being whose instruments are the regene- 
rated human consciousness and sub-consciousness. A real 
Magician is consciously identified with the great Intelli- 
gence whose physical brain is the Sun. There’s a real oc- 
cult statement for you. It says much in few words. May 
you extract from it is full meaning. (Keys 13, 16, 19) 
This same Sun-Spirit is the Holy Guardian Angel pic- 
tured in Key 14. Fortunately for us, we do not have to per- 
form the Great Work with no more than the meager 
equipment afforded by our personal consciousness. That 
personal consciousness is being worked upon, and at one 
stage of the work it is utterly broken up, in order that it 
may be reconstituted. Thus, you will not fail to notice that 
the lightning-flash in Key 16 comes from outside the 
Tower, and springs from a solar disk. Adepts who are 
close to the final realization say with St. Paul, “I die dai- 
ly.” They are conscious of the dissolution of the persons 
they used to be, and they rejoice in it. In alchemy this 
stage of the Great Work is called putrefaction, because it 
is actually the complete disorganization of all the combi- 
nations which entered into the make-up of the old perso- 
nality. Refusal to enter into this stage of the Great Work is 
what keeps so many students from making any practical 
demonstration. Remember, YOU CANNOT STAY AS 
YOU ARE AND BECOME AN ADEPT. The path is a 
path of reorganization, and to gain the crown at its end, 
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you must pass far beyond the states and conditions of or- 
dinary human personality. (Keys 14, 16, 18) 

What is the particular problem confronting you now? 
That is your starting-point. Try now to realize that the real 
nature of that problem is this: YOU ARE MISTAKEN 
ABOUT SOMETHING. And what you are ignorant of, 
primarily, is some aspect of your own real power. This is 
power enough to enable you to meet that problem. There 
is wisdom enough to correct your error. But nothing will 
help you so long as you hang onto the error. This problem 
you are facing is no real exception to the general perfec- 
tion of the cosmic order. It is really an opportunity, but 
first of all an opportunity for you to get rid of some pet bit 
of nonsense that you’re treasuring. That’s what few 
people like to be told, but the few who have ears to hear 
become the masters and adepts that we hear so much 
about. The ordinary human reaction to any problem is ei- 
ther to run away from it, or else to blame somebody else, 
or the stars, or Fate, or Karma for it. The unusual reaction 
to a problem is to see in it an opportunity for the unveiling 
of some hither unrecognized aspect of truth. You have 
heard of “The Dweller on the Threshold,” perhaps? And if 
you are well-read on this particular occult topic you know 
that the “Dweller” is none other than your false self. But 
on what threshold does he stand? On the threshold of the 
adytum of “god-nourished silence.” On the threshold of 
the Gate of Eden. On the threshold of Paradise. And don’t 
forget that paradise means literally “an enclosure.” The 
path of liberation leads within. The powers that release us 
are within. What more need be said? (Keys 15, 16, 17) 
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Reverse the ordinary attitudes of ordinary men, and 
you attain to the consciousness of the adept. You do not 
become anything that you are not now. Strange doctrine 
this, but true. You do not become, but you do enter into a 
new region of knowledge. You do not add to yourself any- 
thing. You find what you already possess. Franklin and 
Galvanai and Faraday and Edison did not bring electricity 
into the universe. Their knowledge of it was the gem of 
this electrical age. Reverse the ordinary states of human 
consciousness and you die to the personality that you were 
while those states dominated your mind. You die, but in 
dying you learn experimentally that there is no death, and 
find yourself liberated from the notion that you must have 
a physical body in order to be alive. For those experiences 
which abolish the consciousness of death come relatively 
early in the path of liberation. Reverse the false opinions 
of “this world” and you will find that the “Knowledge and 
Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel” is actually 
SELF-KNOWLEDGE. Can I be plainer? Yet know many 
will hear and understand? But listen again to the words of 
the wise, written at the beginning of the Fama Fraternita- 
tis, where they say that book was written “that man might 
thereby understand his own nobleness and worth, and why 
he is called Microcosmus, and how far his knowledge ex- 
tendeth into Nature.” (Keys 12, 13, 14) 

Remember, too, that the Life-Power has to be incorpo- 
rated in an organism before its higher manifestations may 
be expressed here on the physical plane. This is the hidden 
mystery of “the Word made flesh.” The natural man has a 
natural man’s body. An adept has an adept’s body. The 
body you have now is the seed-form from which you may 
develop a yet higher organism; but you must participate 
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consciously in the development. The actual building of 
your new body is accomplished at subconscious levels, as 
is intimated by the moon above the path in Key 18. The 
way, or method, whereby this is accomplished is the mid- 
dle way between the extremes of artificiality and the gen- 
eral averages of the merely natural. This way leads to ac- 
tual regeneration. This is no mere mystical or metaphysi- 
cal term — regeneration. It is an actual generative process 
occurring in the practical occultist’s physical body. As a 
result of it he develops an organ of the solar consciousness 
already mentioned in this lesson, and then the personal 
conscious and subconscious life is renewed, and becomes 
as a little child. From this regeneration one passes to the 
next stage of unfoldment, pictured in Key 20. This is the 
stage of actual release from three-dimensional limitations. 
It is the stage of unfoldment in which the ordinary restric- 
tions of time and space do not affect the adept’s action. 
(Keys 18, 19, 20) 

This that I am speaking of is not so far off in the fu- 
ture as you may suppose. It is a false doctrine that puts 
this realization so far ahead of us. If we have mentality to 
grasp the principle we have already arrived at the state 
where a large degree of realization is possible. This mes- 
sage is not sent you as a promise of what you may accom- 
plish in twenty incarnations hence, or in some after-life to 
which death is the portal. It is a message of hope for the 
here and now, intended to arouse your expectancy of bet- 
ter conditions for this life. Remember you ARE a fourth- 
dimensional being. You are not really bound as you seem 
to be by Space and Time. Your effective range, so to say, 
is far beyond what most persons suppose. Right now you 
can and do, heal or hurt at a distance, and your personal 
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activity affects the lives of others who may live thousands 
of miles away. What these lessons, and all teaching ema- 
nating from the Inner School, aim to accomplish is to 
awaken you to a realization of what you really are. You 
must know what you are doing, before you can do it intel- 
ligently, before you can bring your performance up to the 
standard of virtuosity we call “adeptship.” Possibly it may 
seem to you that I set too high a mark. Not so. The world 
needs healers, needs thinkers who can consciously project 
constructive imagery into mental space. Many are called, 
and if few are chosen, it is only because, with all that has 
been said and written about practical occultism, only a 
few are really working. 


Meditations 


FIRST DAY: Keys 12, 16, 20. The movement of uni- 
versal forces is the basis of all my personal activity. Let 
me be free from the delusion of separateness. Let me be 
free from belief that I am bound by Time and Space. 
DOING NOTHING OF MYSELF, I YET ENTER 
FREELY INTO ALL ACTIVITY, FOR MY REAL LIFE 
IS THE UNIVERSAL LIFE. 


SECOND DAY: Keys 13, 16, 19. All things are made 
new for me this day. The errors of the past cannot impri- 
son me. Today, even today, I am a new creature. THE 
SEED OF THE NEW LIFE SPRINGS WITHIN ME IN- 
TO ITS UNFOLDMENT, BREAKING DOWN ALL 
BARRIERS, AND UNITING ME CONSCIOUSLY TO 
THE RADIANCE OF MY SHINING SELF. 
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THIRD DAY: Keys 14, 16, 18. My personal con- 
sciousness is being transmuted by my true Self. Its inspi- 
ration shatters the delusion which is the only bondage. In 
my flesh the magic flaming sword turns every way to cut 
off all that is false. THE ALCHEMY OF THE SPIRIT 
TRANSMUTES MY BONDAGE INTO FREEDOM 
AND I PRESS ONWARD TO THE GOAL OF PER- 
FECT REALIZATION. 


FOURTH DAY: Keys 15, 16, 17. I rejoice at this 
day’s problems. They are opportunities to break down the 
walls of ignorance. I watch expectantly for the unveiling 
of Truth, MY PROBLEM IS MY OPPORTUNITY TO 
OVERCOME ERROR AND SEE THE BEAUTY THAT 
REALLY IS. 


FIFTH DAY: Keys 12, 13, 14. The more I yield to the 
One Life, the more it yields itself to me. What I was dies 
out as what I am becomes ever clearer. I am safely guided 
through this day. SUPPORTED BY THE ONE GREAT 
LIFE, THROUGH ALL APPEARANCES OF CHANGE, 
ALL MY PERSONAL FORCES ARE TRULY AD- 
JUSTED BY THE ONE SELF. 


SIXTH DAY: Keys 18, 19, 20. My sub-consciousness 
is continually at work to build me a finer body. In that 
body is awakening the new life of the spiritual man that I 
truly am. I am set free from every limitation. MY BODY 
IS REGENERATED INTO THE DIVINE LIKENESS 
WHICH KNOWS NO BONDAGE TO TIME OR 
SPACE. 
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Class 1 
(Key 17) Isis Unveiled 


X & + = Double Cross (Excluding Center Key) adds to 34 


(8 Spokes) 
On the Fool's garments are ten wheels, each having 
eight spokes. The same arrangement appears at the center 
of the wheel on Key 10, on the stars of Key 17, and is the 
basis of the disposition of the sun's rays on Key 19. This 
arrangement of four lines so as to form eight angles of 45 
degrees is an important clue to the right use of Tarot. If 
we imagine such a double cross as being drawn on a table, 
and then place eight Tarot Keys at the extremities of the 
lines, and a ninth Key at the center, we shall forma 
combination of symbols which has power to bring out 
meanings of the Keys which would not be so apparent if 
the cards were considered separately. 
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Section SECOND | THE SCHOOL OF AGELESS WISDOM 
Lesson 16 TAROT INSTRUCTION 


The tableau for this week is 


13 14) 15 
16 17 18 
19 20 21 


16 21 14 
IS: Ph wg 
20 13 ~~ 18 


The central Key in both arrangements is No. 17, THE 
STAR. The constant summation of the magic square is 51. 
It shows discrimination (Key6) as the manifestation of at- 
tentive observation (Key 1) through Intuition (Key 5). 
This tableau emphasizes the importance of observation, 
attention, concentration and all else that the Magician 
symbolizes, in relation to discrimination. What is pictured 
in Key 6 is the outcome of Intuition, to be sure, but Intui- 
tion does not work unless observation at self-conscious 
levels has been called into play. Intuition supplies what 
self-conscious reasoning and observation cannot give — 
yet at the same time, Intuition requires that self-conscious 
reasoning and observation shall first have provided the 
mind with materials to work upon. We arrange the ele- 
ments of life at self-conscious levels, as the Magician ar- 
ranges his implements on the table. Then, when the ar- 
rangement is finished, the Hierophant gives us the mean- 
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ing of the arrangement. But no meaning can be given until 
the arranged has been made. 

Note that the number 51 is 3 x 17, the number of the 
Key at the center of the magic square. This, of course, 
holds good for the central Keys of all the other magic 
squares in this series. Their constant summation is always 
three times the number printed on the central Key. And in 
all instances, as in this, it points to the operation of the 
central Key at the three great levels of conscious- 
ness: super-consciousness, self-consciousness and sub- 
consciousness. And in this ninefold arrangement, the up- 
per row of Keys represents super-conscious manifesta- 
tions, the middle row stands for self-conscious manifesta- 
tions, and the bottom row symbolizes subconscious ma- 
nifestations of the powers represented by the keys. 

The main idea to bring out of this tableau is that Na- 
ture unveils herself. It is not we who unveil her. Even 
though we know that the veil hiding Isis is but the veil of 
our own ignorance, yet even that veil is lifted by Isis her- 
self. For nature is but the power of the Spirit, “the myste- 
rious power, difficult to cross over,” as it is called in the 
Bhagavad-Gita. Nature is Spirit in action, and your own 
quest for reality is another phase of that same action. Spi- 
rit is the actual true Self. In us it works to bring about the 
changes in our personal vehicles which constitute our en- 
lightment. You who read this lesson read it because Spirit, 
your real Self, has brought you to this present stage of the 
Great Work. Spirit speaks to you through these words, or, 
I might say, these lessons are a means whereby the true I 
AM makes Itself known to you. 

Eliphas Levi says: “Death has not existence in the 
Sanctum Regnum of existence. A change, however awful, 
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demonstrates movement, and movement is life; those only 
who have attempted to check the disrobing of the spirit 
have tried to create a real death. We are all dying and be- 
ing renewed every day, because every day our bodies have 
changed to some extent. Understand well that the life- 
current of the progress of souls is regulated by a law of 
development, which carries the individual ever upward.” 
It is by this dying and renewal that Truth becomes manif- 
est to us. We must be receptive, if we would learn the in- 
ner doctrine. We cannot be properly receptive until we 
have rid ourselves of our false personalities. And when we 
know how to redirect and sublimate the currents of the 
Great Magical Agent, which brings death to us until we 
have subdued it, we are unable to partake in the higher 
consciousness pictured in Key 21. (Keys 13, 17, 21) 
One practical observance needs to be insisted upon. It 
is that of tempering all activities through the exercise of 
their opposites. Here, again, Levi has words of wisdom. 
“Tf you desire long life and health avoid all excesses, carry 
nothing to extremes. So when you have passed beyond the 
mortal sphere by the allurements of ecstasy, return to 
yourself, seek repose and enjoy the pleasures which life 
supplies for the wise, but do not indulge yourself too free- 
ly. Let there be no misunderstanding. To vanquish an 
enemy there must be no running away: true victory can 
only follow meeting him face to face, joining in a strug- 
gle, and so showing your command over him.” Only a ba- 
lanced person can be a practical occultist. Only a balanced 
person, thoroughly poised in mind, emotions and body, 
can look without danger on the face of Truth. Consider 
well the balanced disposition of the stars in Key 17. Ifyou 
would enter fully into the realization of your fourth- 
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dimensional nature, you must first of all achieve equili- 
brium between the conscious and subconscious elements 
of your mentality. Then from that equilibrium will spring 
a new awareness of the meaning of personality (typified 
by the child in Key 20), and in that awareness you will 
KNOW yourself as freed from Time and Space and all the 
forms of bondage growing out of these illusions. (Keys 
14, 17, 20) 

Again, let me remind you that practical occultism is 
not a method for avoiding problems. It is a method for 
solving them, and every solution is a revelation of truth. 
On some versions of the 15" Key, one sees the word 
SOLVE written on the uplifted arm of the fiend, and 
COAGULA written on the other. To be able to solve, and 
then to be able to coagulate the solution into a new form 
that is the opportunity offered us by all our problems. 
Thus, you will not forget that the astrological symbol of 
the sign Aquarius is also the alchemical symbol of disso- 
lution, that is, of analysis. Analysis divests Truth of her 
veils. But unless we realize that there is always, besides 
the way of the senses, another approach to Truth, we shall 
not always solve our problems. This is the lesson of Key 
19, in this connection. Until we are ready to be instructed 
by that which we cannot receive through mere sensory 
channels, the significance of many a problem must be 
veiled from us. Conscious acceptance of the possibility of 
enlightenment from super-conscious sources is the mean- 
ing of the gesture of the boy in Key 19. It is also the 
meaning of the uplifted wand of the Magician. Bear this 
well in mind. (Keys 15, 17, 19) 

In Key 16 you will notice that the twenty-two Yods 
are shown in two groups. At the right of the Tower are 
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ten, arranged in the form of the Qabalistic Tree of Life. At 
the left of the Tower the remaining twelve are so disposed 
that the arrangement suggests two circles, one above the 
other, like a figure “8.” The Tower itself is built on an iso- 
lated peak of rock, and its twenty-two courses are of white 
brick, symbol of the “moonshine” of human opinion. The 
Yods represent the whole Tarot, and the twenty-two 
forces represented by the Keys. What is intimated is that 
the forces in question have no physical or “material” 
foundation. They support themselves, and they are float- 
ing, like the Yods, in the atmosphere, or in free space. The 
error of errors is this belief of ours in the importance of 
form, this dependence of ours upon things. Immaterial 
forces project themselves into our material existence (in- 
cluding our bodies and their physical environment). 
Things are the external manifestation of invisible and in- 
ternal realities. Thus the kneeling figure in Key 17 is 
nude, in contrast to the garmented figures that fall from 
the Tower. And the whole symbolism of Key 17 is a pic- 
ture of smoothly flowing fluidic motion, in contrast to the 
apparent fixity of the Tower and its rocky base. What 
holds us back from progress is this insane desire of ours to 
preserve the particular forms of existence which we have 
enjoyed. Thus as the bottom of the path on Key 18 is a 
hard-shelled animal. Farther up the path are the relatively 
soft-skinned dog and wolf. In the middle distance are tow- 
ers representing the works of man, but between them there 
is an opening, and the Way of Return leads far beyond 
them. Far beyond all structure, far beyond all protection of 
mere form. And in the practical work to which Key 18 re- 
fers, the gradual unfoldment of the powers within us does 
change even our bodies so that they become less and less 
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dense, until finally, in adeptship, we reach a stage wherein 
their structure is so altered that it is relatively easy to dis- 
integrate them, or at least raise their vibrations from the 
physical plane to higher octaves of manifestation. Only he 
who is free from bondage to form and structure ever at- 
tains the great heights of adeptship. (Keys 16, 17, 18) 

This is one of the main reasons why we must occupy 
ourselves with thoughts about death, until we see why the 
death of physical bodies is a beneficent provision of na- 
ture. So long as we fear death, we cannot master the 
forces that will free us from death. You cannot study any- 
thing you loathe closely enough to find out its secret. Not 
until our consciousness is changed from its fatal preoccu- 
pation with form, and made to concern itself more and 
more with the ONE POWER which governs the projection 
of form into the conditions of Time and Space, can we be 
free. When we have become sufficiently aware also that 
our real Being is one with ETERNAL BEING, from this 
point on we welcome problems. However terrifying the 
face of circumstance, we know that dwelling within us is 
the Lord of Circumstance. He who is consciously aware of 
the real nature of the SELF is preserved by that know- 
ledge from all evil. (Keys 13, 14, 15) 

I have said that the regenerated man has a solar con- 
sciousness. Other occultists speak of his having a solar 
body. The two statements are really one. But there is a 
danger that they may be misinterpreted. It is not meant 
that we somehow identify ourselves with A being whose 
organism is the solar system in which we live. Rather is it 
meant that we identify ourselves with THE ONE BEING 
whose body is the entire universe. It is true that we 
progress to this identification by stages, and that one of 
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those stages is that in which the True Self is known to be 
the Solar Logos, whose brain in our solar system is the 
Sun, and whose body is composed of all else that is in that 
solar system. But we do not stop with that. And we arrive 
at that stage by reason of a change in our own physical 
bodies, which enables them to receive the impulses of su- 
per-conscious Intelligence relayed to us from the solar 
brain of our particular world-system. When this awareness 
is perfected, we function as immediate expressions of the 
Solar Intelligence, and share Its perfect fourth- 
dimensional awareness. The ordinary human body cannot 
act as an instrument for the solar Intelligence, because 
there is not yet developed within it the organ of such 
awareness. That organ is the “single eye” to which Jesus 
referred in his cryptic statement: “The light of the body is 
the eye; if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body 
shall be full of light.” This is not a metaphysical state- 
ment, nor a mere metaphor. The pineal gland is the single 
eye, and when it is in full development, instead of in the 
rudimentary state characteristic of most persons, it gives 
us anew order of vision. In that order of vision, one out- 
standing feature is direct cognition or perception of the 
ABSOLUTE UNITY of existence. Ordinary sight is con- 
cerned with light and shade, with innumerable pairs of 
opposites. The SOLAR CONSCIOUSNESS sees unity 
only, and that man or woman who, having developed the 
single eye, has a body capable of receiving the vibrations 
of the Solar Consciousness, is freed from the influence of 
all these pairs of opposites. We ordinarily think of our- 
selves as beings, and of the universe as something in con- 
trast to ourselves. We see the universe as consisting of a 
vast number of things. The Spiritual Knower perceives the 
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universe as ONE, and identifies himself with that ONE. In 
his consciousness there remains no trace of otherness. 
Note well that identification begins as an intellectual right 
classification. Before the full glory of the experience may 
come to us, we have to identify ourselves correctly, have 
to put ourselves in the proper category, have to perceive 
intellectually what is our true place in the universal order. 
This intellectual identification is an act of reason, and re- 
sults in faith. The faith becomes a potent suggestion. The 
suggestion so acts upon subconsciousness that our bodies 
are regenerated. Then the third eye, which is the single 
eye, opens and we experience the full splendor of our real 
nature. I find no words for this, nor shall I waste time in 
vain attempts to do so. What had better be said is that this 
attainment is not far off for any reader of those pages who 
will seek to become ripe. (Keys 19, 20, 21) 


Meditations 


FIRST DAY: Keys 13, 17, 21. The person that I was, 
even a moment ago, is no more, for the form of my exis- 
tence is undergoing ceaseless transformations. The truth I 
see today was hid from me yesterday by the form my per- 
sonal consciousness assumed yesterday. The perfect reali- 
zation towards which I move will find me yet more trans- 
formed. AS ICHANGE, TRUTH BECOMES CLEARER 
TO ME, AND AT LAST I SHALL ACHIEVE PERFECT 
IDENTIFICATION WITH UNIVERSAL SPIRIT. 


SECOND DAY: Keys 14, 17, 20. Let me be free this 


day from the influence of the pairs of opposites. Truth is 
ONE, and not TWO. I am a center of expression for that 
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ONE BEING which IS this moment, and in every mo- 
ment, free from the duality of Time and Space. THE 
REAL SELF EQUILIBRATES ALL MY PERSONAL 
ACTIVITIES, REVEALS TRUTH TO ME, AND SETS 
ME FREE FROM MORTALITY. 


THIRD DAY: Keys 15, 17, 19. My real SELF solves 
all problems. The solutions reveal truth to me. Solutions 
may come, and do come, from sources wholly outside the 
limitations of my sensory awareness. I WELCOME 
PROBLEMS BECAUSE THEY ARE OPPORTUNITIES 
TO SEE NEW ASPECTS OF TRUTH AND MAKE 
MANIFEST POWERS BEYOND THOSE AFFECTING 
MY PHYSICAL SENSES. 


FOURTH DAY: Keys 16, 17, 18. My personal exis- 
tence is the expression of forces having NO MATERIAL 
basis. My personality is not a form, but a flux. My body is 
not a given thing, but an evolving instrument, being made 
ever finer for the uses of my Self. I RELY ON SPIRIT, 
NOT ON FORM, ON MOVEMENT, NOT ON STRUC- 
TURE; EVEN IN MY PHYSICAL BODY, I AM 
CHANGING DAILY INTO A MORE RESPONSIVE 
INSTRUMENT OF THE LIFE-POWER. 


FIFTH DAY: Keys 13, 14, 15. I cannot die, because I 
was never born. This incarnation of mine is but a stage of 
the Great Work. The only evil consists in the belief that 
one can stand still. 1 WELCOME EVERY CHANGE, 
BECAUSE I KNOW THAT MY TRUE SELF IS SHAP- 
ING MY PERSONALITY DAY BY DAY INTO A 
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MEANS MORE PERFECT FOR THE SOLUTION OF 
EVERY PROBLEM. 


SIXTH DAY: Keys 19, 20, 21. This personality of 
mine is even now experiencing regeneration. J am already 
a fourth-dimensional immortal, and not a_ three- 
dimensional mortal. My true Self is the SINGLE IDEN- 
TITY animating the whole universe. TODAY I AM A 
NEW CREATURE, AWAKENED FROM THE 
NIGHTMARE OF MORTALITY, CONSCIOUSLY ONE 
WITH THE SPIRITUAL REALITY OF ALL THINGS. 
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Bondage - Jupiter Magic Square 
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Section SECOND | THE SCHOOL OF AGELESS WISDOM 
Lesson 17 TAROT INSTRUCTION 


The Tarot tableau for this lesson is 


3 13. 14 0 
8 6 5 11 
4 10 9 7 
15 l 2 12 


Lay out the Keys as above. Inspect the tableau before 
you begin reading the lesson. The combinations are dif- 
ferent from those to which you are accustomed. Let your 
sub-consciousness receive the impression of the whole 
tableau at first. Then see what you can discover concern- 
ing its details before turning this page. 

This is the first of the seven “Jupiter” magic squares 
upon which this lesson and the next six will be based. It is 
a symmetrical arrangement of numbers which produces 
the magical figure called the Sigil of Jupiter. 

The sigil is made by connecting the central points of 
the sixteen cells of a Jupiter square. The center of the 
square numbered 0 is the beginning and end of the line 
forming the sigil. Straight lines connect the centers of the 
cells in the order of the numbers from 0 to 15. The resul- 
tant figure is shown below. In ceremonial and talismanic 
magic, this figure is used in operations of Jupiter. It is 
then drawn with violet ink, paint or crayon. 

There are other magic squares of sixteen numbers, but 
this particular arrangement has been handed down to us as 
having special potency in Jupiterian operations. Its har- 
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monious character, considered merely as a balanced sys- 
tem of lines, is obvious at first glance. 


In these Jupiter squares notice that the first and third, 
and second and fourth, numbers on the diagonal lines are 
extremes whose mean term is shown by the number be- 
tween them. On the diagonal running from the upper right 
corner to the lower left, 0 and 10 are extremes balanced by 
5, and 5 and 15 are extremes balanced by 10. On the other 
diagonal 3 and 9 are extremes balanced by 6, while 6 and 
12 are balanced by 9. 

Again, the sum of any two numbers diametrically op- 
posed, as 0 and 15, | and 14, 4 and 11, or 7 and 8, is al- 
ways the same. In this square the constant total is always 
15. Thus, the whole square corresponds to the first stage 
of spiritual unfoldment, represented by Key 15. Thus we 
know that this square has to do with the initial recognition 
of bondage, the facing of a problem. It is also connected 
with the Qabalistic ideas related to the 26™ path on the 
Tree of Life, termed The Renewing Intelligence. 
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In the meditations for this lesson and the next six, the 
fundamental ideas will be taken from the four horizontal 
and the two diagonal rows of Keys. We shall also make 
some use of ideas suggested by the Qabalistic meanings of 
the letters corresponding to the Keys. Each horizontal row 
will be read from right to left, Hebrew fashion. The di- 
agonal row from upper right to lower left will be read 
from bottom to top, and the other diagonal will be read 
from the upper left to the lower right. 

“T utter myself by seeing,” says the Book of Tokens, 
and in practical occultism we must always remember that 
the Heavenly Vision is the real cause of the Earthly Ap- 
pearance. This physical universe is the embodiment of the 
mental seeing which is an essential quality of the Fiery In- 
telligence that is pictured by the Tarot Fool. Not yet do we 
share that vision, for it is beheld at a level which to us is 
super-conscious. Yet we are assured by the Wise that the 
Spirit of Life in us, is now and always the Seer of that glo- 
rious Beyond, which looms up to inconceivable heights, 
transcending the utmost that has yet been attained to by 
humanity (Key 0). This Seer is with us always. It is the 
genius represented by Key 14. From it we derive all our 
aspirations. From it comes not only the impulse to ad- 
vance, but also the power to go ahead. For the One Seer is 
the One Actor, too, and from that One’s action all our 
deeds are derived (Key 14). Again, this One is the dis- 
solver of all delusion. Steadily it moves in its progress 
from the darkness of the Unknown toward the sunlight of 
the perfect manifestation. Endlessly it reaps the fruit of the 
Past in the field of the Present. To the unwise it wears the 
grisly aspect of death, but to the knowers of reality, it is 
the Great Harvester, who becomes, in another guise, the 
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Sower of the New Day (Key 13). And the seed thus sown 
springs up in the rich fruitage of ideas and forms sug- 
gested by the ripening grain at the feet of the Empress. 
Even so, among the letters we are now considering does 
Daleth, symbol of the womb, follow Nun, which has for 
centuries upon centuries represented the Martian, mascu- 
line, phallic power. And thus our first series of Keys in 
this tableau ends with a Key corresponding to the fruitful 
mother, Venus. It is related psychologically to the creative 
function of the subconscious mind. Vision, experiment, 
action, and the formulation of a new mental pattern are 
suggested by this series of Keys. Students familiar with 
astrology should note that the planetary sequence sug- 
gested is the iconoclastic Uranus, the expansive and order- 
ly Jupiter, the transforming and disintegrating Mars, and 
the formative and integrative Venus. 

The conjoined powers of Venus and Saturn are 
represented by the Key beginning the second row. Equili- 
brium is always the basis of the work of the practical oc- 
cultist. Never does he seek to escape from the true order 
of the universe. Never does he seek to evade it. Practical 
occultism is living the law. It is strict conformity in action 
to the way things really are. This requires true imagination 
(Venus) and concrete embodiment of that imagery in ex- 
ternal forms of procedure (Saturn). Venus, again, as ruler 
of the formative and image-making power of sub- 
consciousness, is dominant in the next Key of the second 
row. But here her power is linked with that of the Moon, 
represented in Tarot by the High Priestess. If we seek to 
square our lives with the true order of the universe, we 
must invoke the power of intuition. We must learn from 
our observation of what is below in the field of sensation, 
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but we cannot know the meaning of what we observe un- 
less it be imparted to us from what Tarot pictures as the 
Hierophant. When we are so instructed, what really occurs 
is that we become partakers in the Life-Power’s perfect 
memory of the significance of all that exists. The One Spi- 
rit knows, at this very instant, the exact nature of the glo- 
rious opportunity which presents itself to us in the guise of 
a terrifying problem. It will share that knowledge with us, 
if we listen. Thus, and thus only, may we attain that fine 
balance of personal mental powers represented by the 
third Key in this second row. The harmony between the 
two modes of personal mentality, self-consciousness and 
sub-consciousness, and their happy relation to each other 
and to the super-consciousness Self, are the direct conse- 
quences of listening repeatedly to the Inner Voice, and of 
obeying its instruction. Thus comes true discrimination, 
and thus comes, too, that ability to utilize the law which is 
represented by the final card of the second row. When we 
are always obedient to the Inner Voice, then the sugges- 
tions transmitted to the human level of sub-consciousness, 
symbolized by the woman in Key 8, are invariably con- 
structive. From this level they automatically descend to 
the sub-human levels that are typified by the lion. We do 
not have to trouble ourselves about this transmission. It 
works perfectly without any conscious interference on our 
part. All the powers of nature obey us without question if 
we obey the Inner Voice. This, in the plainest of language, 
is the Great Secret of practical occultism. 

The third row of Keys begins with the Chariot, related 
to the sign of Cancer, and so to the combined influences 
of the Moon and Jupiter. He who would meet and solve 
his problems must continually remind himself that his per- 
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sonal existence is a vehicle of expression for the universal 
Life-Power. Our personal lives are direct expressions of 
the cosmic order, and manifestations of a Power ever vic- 
torious. No matter what the appearances of the moment 
may be, each of us is in exactly the situation which at that 
moment is requisite for the expression of the perfect Order 
and Beauty of the One Being. Over us, ever observing our 
progress, stands the Silent Watcher, lighting the upward 
path (Key 9). No slightest detail of our daily lives can 
possibly be excluded from the sequence of Divine Ma- 
nifestation. Whatever seems otherwise is merely evidence 
of temporary delusion, and even that delusion has its place 
in the Great Plan (Key 10). Not for one moment is the vi- 
gilance of the Supreme Self relaxed. Not for one moment 
is there any cessation of the supervision which the Life- 
Power exercises over the whole process of its self- 
manifestation, and that process includes the life-history of 
every human being (Key 4). 

Thus, the fourth row of Keys begins with the Hanged 
Man, symbol of the utter dependence of personal exis- 
tence upon the great Tree of Universal Life. The message 
of this Key is here, as always, the truth that we must make 
conscious surrender of even the least details of personal 
existence to the supervision of the Life-Power. We must 
practice this, because it does not “come natural.” All the 
superficial evidence of the senses is against it, and to 
overcome the influence of this sensory illusion, together 
with the hypnosis of delusion which afflicts the race-mind 
with the sense of separateness, continual repetition of the 
conscious attitude of surrender is necessary (Key 12). 
Every such repetition leaves its mark on the personal 
memory, and eventually the attitude of surrender becomes 
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second nature. When this is accomplished, one result is 
that we begin to be able to read the scroll of the Universal 
Memory. For it is the sense of personal separateness that 
prevents us from so doing now. That is to say, our belief 
that we are separate constitutes a suggestion which is ac- 
cepted by the subconscious mind, and the response to that 
suggestion is what keeps us from reading that part of the 
High Priestess’ scroll which was inscribed before our 
physical birth into this present incarnation. As soon as we 
realize that our present personal life is in all respects con- 
tinuous with the stream of universal existence, we shall 
begin to recover knowledge of events that occurred before 
the date of our birth (Key 2). Such knowledge is often es- 
sential to the solution of the more important problems that 
confront us. Furthermore, as the inverted pentagram on 
the Devil’s head implies, every problem is fundamentally 
one of ignorance, and the root of all ignorance is some 
form of the delusion of separateness. This ignorance is to 
be overcome by conscious mental activity, at the level 
represented by the third Key in the fourth row of the 
square. The transforming power has its field of operation 
at the self-conscious level. On the one hand, we have to be 
intentionally and consciously receptive to the descent of 
knowledge and power to the plane of sub-consciousness. 
Thus the matter of primary importance, as shown by the 
position of the Magician in the Tarot series, and by the 
number printed on that Key, is that of our location in the 
cosmic scheme. By this I mean that everything depends 
upon our appraisal of the place of human personality in 
the cosmic order. If we know where we are, if we under- 
stand the nature of our self-consciousness, if we know its 
powers, and make right use of them, everything else fol- 
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lows automatically (Key 1). This may sound almost too 
easy, but we must remember that the great Masters all 
declare, with Jesus, “My yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” And this should be borne in mind when we are 
considering the final Key of this series. The fearsome as- 
pect of the Devil is nothing but delusion. There is no reali- 
ty in the universe corresponding to this dreadful figure. 
For the perfect knowledge of the Life-Power, there are no 
problems whatever, nor any ignorance at all. The true Self 
of you, at this very moment, knows just what you must do 
to be free from whatever form of bondage seems now to 
limit you. Mentally relate yourself to that liberating power 
and you will find the solution of the problem (Key 15). 


Meditations 


FIRST DAY: Keys 0, 14, 13, 3. The vision of my 
joyous destiny is even now perceived by my true Self. 
That Self directs the alchemical operation, which trans- 
mutes my personality into a more adequate vehicle of its 
manifestation. In the field of my personal life it reaps the 
harvest of Yesterday and sows the seed of Tomorrow. MY 
EARTHILY LIFE TODAY IS THE REALIZATION OF 
THE HEAVENLY PATTERN. 


SECOND DAY: Keys 11, 5, 6, 8. Today I live the 
law. I hear and obey the Inner Voice. Consciously and 
sub-consciously I am in harmony with my true Self. ALL 
POWER IS GIVEN ME OF MY FATHER IN HEAVEN. 


THIRD DAY: Keys 7, 9, 10, 4. My personal life is the 
field of a cosmic manifestation. I move upward toward 


176 


what I really am. My inevitable destiny is release from 
every form of delusion. MY BIRTHRIGHT IS PERFECT 
MASTERY OF CIRCUMSTANCE. 


FOURTH DAY: Keys 12, 2, 1, 15. Today I renounce 
every appearance of separateness. This day’s thoughts and 
deeds are related to all that has ever gone before. I know 
my rightful place in the Great Whole. MY PROBLEM IS 
MY OPPORTUNITY. 


FIFTH DAY: Keys 15, 10, 5, 0. I fear no evil. For this 
day’s experience is part of the manifestation of a perfect 
Order. Let me hear the Voice that expounds its true mean- 
ing. LET ME SHARE NOW IN THE HEAVENLY VI- 
SION. 


SIXTH DAY: Keys 3, 6, 9, 12. The door of opportuni- 
ty opens to me this day. Let me have discrimination to 
perceive it. Let me remember always that I advance stea- 
dily toward the heights of conscious mastery. FOR THIS, 
MY PERSONAL LIFE, IS BUT THE EARTHLY UT- 
TERANCE OF THE HEAVENLY WORD. 
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Awakening - Jupiter Magic Square 
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Section SECOND | THE SCHOOL OF AGELESS WISDOM 
Lesson 18 TAROT INSTRUCTION 


The Tarot tableau for this lesson is 


4 14 15 l 
9 7 6 12 
5 11 10 8 
16 2 3 13 


For the special purpose of these lessons I am using the 
four horizontal rows of these magic squares, reading them 
from right to left. For the formulation of the meditations, 
the same reading is followed for the first four days. The 
meditation for the fifth day follows the diagonal upward 
from left lower to right upper corner, and the meditation 
for the sixth day follows the descending diagonal from left 
upper to right lower corner. But it must be remembered 
that this is by no means the only way to read the square. 
Each row may be read in either direction, horizontally, di- 
agonally, or vertically, and just as their addition is always 
the same, so is their meaning. But that meaning emerges 
from a different sequence along any line. The sequences 
not utilized in these lessons should be studied, as well as 
those which are the basis of the present verbal presenta- 
tion of the teaching. 

For example, the outcome of the sequence 4, 14, 15, 1 
is precisely the same as that of the sequence 1, 15, 14, 4 
and that outcome is represented by the number 34, which 
is the constant sum of every row of this particular magic 
square. That is to say, the constant meaning of all se- 
quences in this square is represented in numbers by 7, 
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considered as the expression of the power of 4 through the 
agency of 3. Or in Tarot, the constant meaning of all addi- 
tions of these rows of Keys is summarized in the Chariot, 
considered as being the representation of the expression of 
the power symbolized by the Emperor through the agency 
represented by the Empress. 

But it is important to remember that there are many 
ways in which this result may be reached. There are four 
horizontal, four vertical, and two diagonal rows, all add- 
ing to 34, or ten in all. And since each of these may be 
read in two directions, this square presents twenty differ- 
ent ways of arriving at the same final result. All twenty 
should be considered, because no two ways are precisely 
alike, since the progress of ideas in each instance follows 
a different order. The value of working out each sequence 
is that, although one arrives always at the same result, and 
thus continually repeats the fundamental idea, there are 
twenty different approaches to it, so that variety is se- 
cured, as well as repetition. 

This week we begin with the Magician and end with 
the Tower, so that this whole square is in some measure 
concerned with the second stage of spiritual unfoldment, 
which is represented by the latter Key. Notice, too, that 
the constant summation of the various rows is esoterically 
related to the number of the 16" Key, since the reduction 
of 16 is the same as the reduction of 34, namely, 7. 

There can be no awakening for the inattentive man. 
He who is content with superficialities never gets to the 
second stage of unfoldment. By this I do not mean to say 
that some persons are doomed to eternal bondage. Rather 
do I wish to point out that all awakening is the conse- 
quence of aroused attention. Nobody remains forever con- 
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tent with superficialities. But some awaken gently, while 
others are rudely aroused by painful experiences, which 
force them to consider more attentively the nature of their 
surroundings. Perhaps our earlier awakenings are all more 
or less of the sort pictured by Key 16, but the time comes 
when our houses of delusion can be overthrown without 
the accompaniments of terror that are suggested by the 
symbolism of that Key. In a measure we are prepared for 
the event. Experience has taught us that no problem is 
solved until some structure of ignorance, some Tower of 
Babel, has been knocked down. Even then it often hap- 
pens that we are astonished when the event does come to 
pass. For years, perhaps, we have cherished some delu- 
sion. Then, all at once, we have another glimpse of reality, 
and over goes another stronghold of error! Something we 
always supposed to be true turns out to be just the oppo- 
site. 

Our power comes from above, and so do the higher 
forms of knowledge, but it is at the self-conscious level of 
our waking life that the transformations occur. Everything 
that constitutes our environment is subject to our self- 
conscious thought, and is a reflection of that thought. Self- 
consciousness is the Magician, is the transformer. We do 
not have to make it so, nor is occult training directed to 
this end. On the contrary, occult training is solely con- 
cemed with the right application of our inherent magical 
power (Key 1). Thus the first lesson to learn, whenever we 
are confronted by any appearance of restriction, by any 
semblance of bondage, is that this appearance is itself a 
form conjured up by our own magic power. Difficult as it 
is to accept, the occult doctrine is unequivocal. EVERY 
APPEARANCE OF ADVERSITY IS BUILT UP BY 
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THE MENTAL POWER WORKING THROUGH THE 
PERSON TO WHOM THAT APPEARANCE IS PRE- 
SENTED (Key 15). Thus, the true alchemist-magician 
looks upon no condition whatever as being really adverse. 
What appears to be so he regards as raw material for 
transmutation into the very forms of expression which will 
best suit his purposes (Key 14). Occult practice, in other 
words, does not confer magic power, nor enable one to at- 
tain it. What it does is to make us aware, through expe- 
rience and reason, that we have magic power; and then 
such training is concerned with the orderly exercise of the 
power we have, to the end that by such exercise we shall 
see objectively around us a set of circumstances that 
agrees with our mentally conceived patterns (Key 4). 
This does not mean, of course, that the true theurgist, 
or “God-worker,” has power to impose upon the world 
around him a pattern which represents only his personal 
notions of the way he would like things to appear. Rather 
does it mean that he formulates patterns in accordance 
with the way things really are. He knows, in short, that he 
lives in a universe upon which he may depend for every 
good and perfect gift, and the beginning of all his projects 
is his recognition of the absolute dependability of the laws 
and forces of the universe (Key 12). His practice leads, 
too, to the perfect reciprocal activity of the conscious and 
subconscious modes of his personal mentality, and their 
harmonious relation to the super-conscious Self (Key 6). 
Thus, he becomes a conscious vehicle of the One Life- 
Power, and his magic succeeds because in every instance 
his personal volition is but the expression of the true cos- 
mic order (Key 7). “My will is to do the will of him that 
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sent me,” is an accurate expression of the genuine theurgic 
state of mind (Key 9). 

The real theurgist is said to tame wild beasts, because 
he thinks of all the forces in his environment as being es- 
sentially friendly to him. For him, Nature is never an 
enemy, but always an ally (Key 8). The play of forces 
around him is seen to be the manifestation of the same 
laws that are at work in his own being; and more than this, 
he recognizes the highest and dominant power in the cos- 
mic mechanism as being identical with the principle of 
Individuality at the heart of his own being (Key 10). He 
understands himself to be the incarnate Law, and restores 
the Law-giver to His rightful place on the throne in the pa- 
lace of human personality (Key 11). This understanding is 
his, not as a consequence of sterile speculation, not as the 
outcome of mere reasoning, but as the result of a vivid in- 
terior perception of the actual presence of the Ruling 
Power — a perception which has been described in these 
pages as hearing the Inner Voice (Key 5). 

In every ritual of initiation, the candidate passes 
through a mystical death, and this dissolution refers to the 
passing away of the old notion of separate personality. 
The mortal, separate man must die. He must be reborn as 
the immortal man, one with the Father, before he can ex- 
ercise his magical powers (Key 13). New mental imagery 
must take the place of the old race-thought. The very idea 
indicated by the word “man” must be reconceived; and 
thus we have in the Apocalypse the statement: “To him 
that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, 
and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new 
name written, which no man knoweth saving he that re- 
ceiveth it.” (Rev. 2.17) Similarly, in various occult 
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schools, the initiate adopts a new name representing his 
highest aspiration, or the mental conception of himself 
which his work is intended to build into his personality 
(Key 3). Yet this new name is not really new. Rather is it 
a restoration, or a reconstitution of something forgotten. 
Thus the Oracle tells us, “Explore the river of the soul, 
whence, and in what order, you have come.” Similarly, in 
the parable of the Prodigal Son, we read that he “came to 
himself.” At the basis of all magical work is recollection 
of the real meaning and power of the Self (Key 2). The 
lightning-flash of inspiration that awakens us, and at the 
same time overthrows our houses of delusion, is always a 
flash of this self-recollection. It is when we remember 
what we really are that we escape from the prison of the 
sense of separateness (Key 16). 

Nearly always, our errors have their roots in fear; and 
generally those fears are part of the race-inheritance. The 
occult point-of-view is just the reverse of what so-called 
“common sense” dictates. The occult fourfold maxim 
runs, “Know, Will, Dare, and Be Silent;” but the race- 
mind has little courage. Popular proverbs disguise cowar- 
dice as prudence, and we are all more or less defeated 
with the poison (Key 16). Thus, absolute faith is indis- 
pensable for the practical occultist. Yet this is by no 
means blind faith. It is faith established by the most care- 
ful discrimination (Key 11). Such faith is established 
when persistent practice has made the sub-consciousness a 
clear mirror which reflects super-conscious knowledge in- 
to the field of self-conscious awareness (Key 6). The be- 
ginning of such discrimination in the mental attitude that 
the Magician typifies a continual self-reminder that every 
detail of one’s personal experience is a specialization of 
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power and consciousness descending from super- 
conscious levels; and habitual alertness, the fruit of prac- 
tice in concentration, directed steadily to the watchful 
consideration of every detail of self-conscious experience 
(Key 1). 

It cannot be said too often that magic effects no 
change whatever in the essential nature of things. Neither 
does it modify in the least the orderly sequence of cosmic 
manifestation. The magician awakens himself from a 
dream of delusion; that is all. He changes his point-of- 
view. He stops thinking of the world as his adversary, 
stops seeing it as something opposed to his will. Instead, 
he sees it as his domain, as the instrument of his self- 
expression, as something subordinate to the Spirit within 
him, which is his true Self. Seeing it thus, he so expe- 
riences it (Key 4). For such a one, all need for artificial 
means of self-protection ceases. For such a one, all the 
counsels of cowardice which the world calls “prudence” 
have not meaning. For he rests secure in the consciousness 
that even at this moment he is the direct vehicle of the ev- 
er victorious Lord of Creation (Key 7). He has transferred 
his consciousness from the outer rim of the Wheel of For- 
tune, with its succession of ups and downs, to the spiritual 
center where there are no fluctuations (Key 10). Not even 
death can frighten him, for when he has arrived at this 
state of consciousness he has made contact with that 
which is unaffected by any external change whatever. In 
that contact, he has found that even death is an aspect of 
the One Self. For the skeleton reaper in Key 13 is, in fact, 
a representation of the transforming power of that Self, 
even as the other Keys of the series are representations of 
other aspects of the same power (Key 13). 
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Such are some of the meanings of this tableau, but 
they do not exhaust the significance of the Keys. You will 
do well to make entries in your occult diary concerning 
any point that occurs to you as you look at the Keys. In 
your daily practice, it may be well to use only the four 
Keys concerned with the day’s meditation for the last five 
minutes of the practice period. But at the beginning of 
each practice period the entire magic square should be laid 
out, and not less than five minutes should be devoted to 
careful study of the Keys and their relations to each other. 

Another hint. In each row of Keys notice what Key 
links any particular Key to that which follows it in the 
row. For example, in the top row the first card is Key 1 
and the second is Key 15. The link between these two is 
Key 14. But the link between Keys 15 and 14 is Key 1. 
And that between Keys 14 and 4 is Key 10. Follow out 
this hint with the other rows. 


Meditations 


FIRST DAY: Keys 1, 15, 14, 4. 1am a direct agent of 
the Limitless Life. The world that I see is the projection of 
my own mental patterns. My true Self transmutes every 
semblance of adversity into a means for the manifestation 
of my heart’s desire. [RULE MY DOMAIN. 


SECOND DAY: Keys 12, 6, 7, 9. Because I am essen- 
tially one with the Source ofall existence, all things work 
together for my good. The elements of my personal con- 
sciousness are in harmony with themselves, and with the 
super-conscious Life which is their Source. My personal 
volition is not of myself, but is a calm expression of the 
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universal order. THE LIGHT THAT LIGHTETH EVERY 
MAN SHINES ON MY PATH. 


THIRD DAY: Keys 8, 10, 11, 5. All Nature, and all 
her forces are my allies. The motive power of the cosmic 
mechanism is seated in my heart. I am the incarnate Law. 
THE WORD OF POWER UTTERS ITSELF WITHIN 
THE SANCTUARY OF MY INNER LIFE. 


FOURTH DAY: Keys 13, 3, 2, 16. Today I die to all 
the delusions of the past. The New Image comes to life in 
my heart of hearts. I recollect my true place in the univer- 
sal order. I WAKEN FROM DELUSION. 


FIFTH DAY: Keys 16, 11, 6, 1. I dare to be what I 
truly am. My faith is immovable. For I know what must 
appear as the inevitable consequence of what I have al- 
ready discovered. IT IS MY PREROGATIVE TO BE 
THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNIVERSAL WILL. 


SIXTH DAY: Keys 4, 7, 10, 13. The Spirit of Life, 
which I am, rules all things. It is ever victorious. It is even 
now the master of every condition. THIS DAY I DIS- 
SOLVE DELUSION. 
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Section SECOND | THE SCHOOL OF AGELESS WISDOM 
Lesson 19 TAROT INSTRUCTION 


The Tarot tableau for this lesson is 


6 12 «11 9 
17 3 4 14 


Its constant summation is 38. Thus the meaning of the 
twenty possible ways of reading the rows of cards is al- 
ways represented by Key 11, Justice, considered as the 
working of the power represented by Key 8 through the 
agency symbolized by Key 3. This square also corres- 
ponds to the third stage of spiritual unfoldment, 
represented by Key 17. 

Thus, we know that the constant significance of this 
square has to do with the manifestation of the Faithful In- 
telligence, represented by the letter Lamed and by Key 11. 
But we also know that the meaning of this square is li- 
mited to those aspects of the Faithful Intelligence which 
are the outcome of the operation of the Intelligence of the 
Secret of All Spiritual Activities (Key 8), through the 
agency of the Luminous Intelligence (Key 3). We know, 
too, that the whole tableau must relate to the unveiling of 
truth in the practice of meditation (Key 17). 

Here we may also make a further application of the 
principle behind the hint given in the preceding lesson. 
Since the summation of every row of Keys in this square 
is 38, and may be represented by placing Keys 3 and 8 
side by side, it is evident also that Key 5 has to be taken 
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into consideration in studying this tableau, because Key 5 
is the link between Keys 3 and 8. 

Meditation unveils truth, and thus establishes faith. 
But meditation is also a practice which utilizes the law 
that all the sub-human forms of universal energy are under 
control of the human sub-consciousness. This law, con- 
sciously recognized, and utilized to develop creative im- 
agination, is what enables us to establish the true magical 
faith — the faith that moves mountains, overcomes disease, 
banishes poverty, and establishes happiness. Not blind 
faith, however; the woman seated on the throne of Justice 
in Tarot wears no blindfold. The faith of the occultist is 
based on tried and tested knowledge. His faith is the im- 
aginative extension into the future of that which he actual- 
ly knows now. In other words, the true magical faith is 
confident expectation that what really is will continue to 
be what it is. It is just the opposite of the blind faith which 
puts up petitions to a God who is supposed to be suscepti- 
ble to flattery. To ask God to ward off calamity, or to 
plead with Him for special favors, is invariably to pray 
amiss. For such prayer assumes that He is the author of 
calamity, or that He is capricious. 

To be sure, the occult doctrine agrees with Isaiah in 
declaring the One Life-Power to be the source of all con- 
ditions, including those we call “evil.” Certain it is, too, 
that the prayer of faith is answered, even though the God 
to whom it is addressed be wrongly conceived. No one 
who has given thoughtful attention to this subject can fail 
to be impressed by the incidents in the life of such a man 
as George Mueller, who conducted several orphanages in 
England upon the assumption that God answers prayer. 
Yet the occultist finds himself unable to accept Mueller’s 
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theology, for he knows there is no such God as Mueller so 
implicitly believed in. 

What is the explanation? Simply, that Mueller’s faith, 
blind though it was, had in it this element of truth. Noth- 
ing could shake his conviction that God is an unfailing 
source of supply for any good work. His faith, in short, 
was better than his theology. Here it is to be noted that his 
faith never wavered, no matter how adverse appearances 
seemed to be. Thus, he never really prayed that calamity 
might be averted. On the contrary, all his prayers were af- 
firmative. He never lost the vision of the Life-Power as an 
unfailing source of supply. 

The true magical faith has the same steadfast quality, 
because the practical occultist accumulates so many evi- 
dences that the Life-Power is dependable, that he never 
doubts that the mental patterns he conceives will be fully 
realized as objective conditions manifest on the physical 
plane. 

The beginning of that faith is in recollection. By care- 
ful examination of the memory record of his own personal 
experience, the practical occultist learns to discern the op- 
eration of law in the events of his life. This careful exami- 
nation of his own personal past is a regular part of his 
mediation practice. Every day he reviews the events of 
that day, in order to see how the law has been manifested 
in those events; and he also devotes much time to the ex- 
amination of the events of his earlier years. Carrying him- 
self back, he overcomes many of his earlier delusions. He 
has now the perspective of a wider experience and a high- 
er type of knowledge. Thus, he is able to see how errone- 
ous were many of the suppositions he once mistook for 
truths (Key 16). He recalls instances of seeming, adversi- 
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ty, and sees that often the very obstacles and limitations 
that distressed him were the actual causes of his real ad- 
vance (Key 15). And when, in addition to the practice of 
recollection, he adds the practice of listening to the Inner 
Voice, he soon begins to understand how true it is that he 
has been under guidance, even in those periods of his life 
when he has seemed to be walking in utter darkness (Key 
5). 

As a result of this practice, he begins to understand 
the working of the law of transformation. He learns the 
futility of the ignorant desire to keep conditions as they 
are. He learns that the law of eternal progress demands 
that old forms must give place the new ones. Thus, he 
comes eventually to discover the mystery of life behind 
the veil of death, for one certain result of meditation is the 
recovery of definite memories of past incarnations; and 
once the student has seen for himself that his present life 
is but one of a series, all fear of death leaves him (Key 
13). From that time forward, he understands that the 
ephemeral personality is a vehicle for the eternal Self 
(Key 7). As he continues in his practice of recollection 
and mediation, it becomes increasingly evident to him that 
the outward conditions of his personal experience have 
been always the objectifications of his mental attitudes 
(Key 8). Furthermore, he discovers that even those mental 
attitudes which were pain-bearing were beneficent, in that 
they brought him corrective experience. It then becomes 
evident to him that even his mental unfoldment is a cos- 
mic, as well as a personal, process. He traces his upward 
progress from earlier states of comparative ignorance to 
his present stage of better understanding, and sees that 
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every step was inevitable. Thenceforward, he has no doubt 
of the perfect completion of the process (Key 10). 

In the early stages of spiritual development there is 
usually a strong sense of personal effort, even of struggle. 
For in those early stages the delusion of separateness is 
yet strong within us. But all the sages testify with one 
voice that this sense of effort is itself delusive. It is not we 
who do the work. It is the power of the One Self that car- 
ries us upward, and we are always under its beneficent su- 
pervision (Key 9). The practical occultist learns this truth 
by carefully examining the record of his own past life, and 
by careful observation of the lives of his contemporaries. 
Thus, he learns that every human personality is a direct 
expression of the law which maintains the perfect equili- 
brium of the cosmic order (Key 11). The direct conse- 
quence of this knowledge is the mental attitude of com- 
plete acquiescence. The true Initiate knows that the law is 
at work because he has seen it in various phases of his 
own life, and observed it in the lives of others. Thus, he 
surrenders himself to it without any reservation whatever 
(Key 12). This, of course, does not come all at once. 
There must be steady practice. The records of memory 
must be carefully scanned. They must be stripped of all 
disguise. The outcome of this occult practice, which is not 
unlike the catharsis employed in modern psycho-analysis, 
is to establish a harmonious reciprocal relation between 
the conscious and subconscious elements of the personal 
mental life. The perfected condition thus attained is 
represented in the symbolism of Key 6. 

It will not escape the attention of the alert student that 
right meditation is really the work which leads to the 
Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy Guardian An- 
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gel. More, whenever right meditation is established, one 
perceives that the personal life is, and has been always, an 
alchemical operation directed by that Angela That is to 
say, it is not we who make progress, but rather that our 
improved state of consciousness, with its accompanying 
increase in our ability to control circumstance, is the out- 
come of the operation of the true Self upon its vehicle, our 
personality. There is a direct hint of this in the words of 
Jesus, “I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” For 
these words imply the presence of a power superior to the 
personal man Jesus, and that power (which Jesus calls 
“Father”) is truly the Divine Operator, who tempers our 
personal chemistry so that we become more suitable ve- 
hicles for expressing what It really is (key 14). No part of 
our personal equipment is separate from the universal Be- 
ing. Do we see things as they really are? Then we are but 
sharing the Divine Vision. Our personal command of cir- 
cumstance is none other than the Universal Dominion, ex- 
pressed in the conditions of time and space that constitute 
our personal environment (Key 4). Even the sub- 
conscious gestation of mental images, in consequence of 
which new ideas come into being within our field of per- 
sonal awareness, is really a universal process. For there is 
no plan of being where the Universal Life-Power is not 
present, nor is there any phase of activity in which it is not 
the real Actor (Key 3). Truth itself is identical with the 
One Spirit, and although it may seem to us, at first, that 
we uncover truth by meditation, the time will come when 
we understand that we are disposed by the One Self to 
adopt the practice of meditation. Thus, we begin to realize 
that any man in meditation is simply a specific example of 
the method whereby the real nature of the One Life un- 
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veils itself to human consciousness. God in us unveils 
Himself to Himself (Key 17). 

Thus, when Patanjali says that meditation is unbroken 
flow of knowledge in a particular object, reflection will 
make it evident that true meditation is participation in the 
One Spirit’s consciousness of that particular object. For 
the One Spirit must necessarily enjoy such an unbroken 
flow of knowledge in all things. Really to meditate, then, 
is to be identified, during meditation, with the Divine 
Consciousness of some aspect of reality. This, indeed, is 
the reason why, in all genuine occult literature, so much 
stress is laid upon the importance of meditation (Key 17). 
In meditation, too, the personal mentation, always inter- 
mittent and spasmodic, is wholly suspended. Thus a sage 
in Samadhi is in a state of trance, and in the deepest stag- 
es, the trance is so complete that it counterfeits death (Key 
12). Yet his suspension of personal activity is accompa- 
nied by a tremendous enhancement of real consciousness. 
The personal vehicle is at rest. The senses are completely 
quiescent. But the Self is wide awake, and there is no ces- 
sation of self-consciousness. He who emerges from the 
trance of true meditation does not ask, “Where am I?” 
Neither does he make any inquiries as to what he has said 
or done, for he has never lost consciousness for a moment. 
What has happened has been that his consciousness has 
been functioning, at a higher level. From that level, he in- 
variably brings back with him definite knowledge, and 
equally definite ability to exercise power beyond the lim- 
its of ordinary personal consciousness (Key 7). For sucha 
one has, in Samadhi, remembered What he really is, and 
the glory and power of that recollection manifest them- 
selves plainly in his personal existence (Key 2). 
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Recall, then, what was said early in this lesson. The 
beginning of meditation is careful examination of the 
memory record of your own personal existence. Com- 
bined with this must be the attitude of listening for the 
comment of the Inner Voice, as it explains the signific- 
ance of that record. This must be a daily practice (Key 5). 
The result will be that you will gain a knowledge of the 
Great Secret. This knowledge can never be adequately 
imparted by any human words. Only its bare outline has 
been given in any occult writing. But it is symbolized in 
Tarot by Key 8. It is from this inner revelation of the 
Great Secret that the practical occultist derives his open- 
eyed, unwavering, magical faith (Key 11). The immediate 
outcome of that faith is what the medieval writers on mag- 
ic called the Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy 
Guardian Angel. To know that Guiding Presence, to share 
in its perception, to receive through it the Wisdom and 
Power of the Pure Spirit — this is the consequence of me- 
ditation (Key 14). 


Meditations 


FIRST DAY: Keys 2, 16, 15, 5. I remember today 
What I really am. This recollection enables me to destroy 
erroneous mental constructions. I face my problems with 
gladness, for they are my opportunities for the demonstra- 
tion of power. MY LIFE THIS DAY IS A LESSON IN 
THE MYSTERIES OF THE HIGHER LAW. 


SECOND DAY: Keys 13, 7, 8, 10. All transformation 


of circumstance are for my good. My body and my envi- 
ronment are the plastic vehicles of expression for the li- 
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mitless power and wisdom of Eternal Spirit. They are the 
out-picturing of my vision of the Self. THE LIFE OF 
THIS DAY IS A CYCLE OF THE ETERNAL EXIS- 
TENCE. 


THIRD DAY: Keys 9, 11, 12, 6. It is not I who do this 
day’s work, not I who enjoy this day’s pleasures, not I 
who experience this day’s difficulties. All these events are 
part of the balancing of Heaven’s accounts. I am but the 
witness of the operation. LET ME QUIETLY OBSERVE 
THE PERFECT WORK. 


FOURTH DAY: Keys 14, 4, 3, 17. I submit joyfully 
to the tests that this day brings. Through me the Universal 
Dominion expresses its perfect command of circumstance. 
It works below the surface of my consciousness to devel- 
op more beautiful forms of expression. GOD IN ME UN- 
VEILS HIMSELF TO HIMSELF. 


FIFTH DAY: Keys 17, 12, 7, 2. Truth itself is the ba- 
sis of my personal existence. Nothing can separate me 
from its unfailing support. No slightest detail of my per- 
sonal life but is the manifestation of Universal Spirit. I 
REMEMBER MY CREATOR. 


SIXTH DAY: Keys 5, 8, 11, 14. Be Thou my guide, O 
Teacher of all teachers! Let me be strong in Thy strength. 
Let me be faithful in act, in thought, in word. I AM 
OVERSHADOWED BY THE PROTECTING PRES- 
ENCE OF THE ALMIGHTY. 
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Section SECOND | THE SCHOOL OF AGELESS WISDOM 
Lesson 20 TAROT INSTRUCTION 


The Tarot tableau for this lesson is 


11 9 8 14 
7 3c. 12 “0 
18 4 5 15 


The constant summation is 42, which indicates Key 6, 
The Lovers, considered as the operation of the principle 
symbolized by Key 2 working through that represented by 
Key 4. This square also corresponds to the fourth stage of 
spiritual unfoldment represented by Key 18. 

Key 6, as you know, represents the Disposing Intelli- 
gence, corresponding to the letter Zain. Key 2 stands for 
the Uniting Intelligence, which is attributed to the letter 
Gimel. Key 4 is the symbol of the Constituting Intelli- 
gence. We are told in the Book for Formation that the Un- 
iting Intelligence is the “essence of glory,” and I have ex- 
plained elsewhere that this essence is mind-stuff, which is 
symbolized by the robe of the High Priestess, blue and 
shimmering because it represents the “Water” of the alc- 
hemists, the Astral Fluid which solidifies, so to say, in all 
the forms of the physical plane. Thus, this lesson has to do 
with the means whereby that Astral Fluid is utilized 
through the activity of the Constituting Intelligence, which 
is said to “constitute creative force in pure darkness.” The 
Constituting Intelligence operates principally through the 
organs which have to do with the function of sight. It is 
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the phase of the Life-Power’s activity which leads to true 
vision. 

The power of true vision is a spiritual power whereby 
the Astral Fluid is condensed into visible outer forms. The 
sight center in the brain, when it is perfected, and when it 
is enabled to exercise its highest functions through the 
metaphysical light, which streams through it after the pi- 
neal body has begun its occult functioning, is like a lens, 
through which the Astral Light, in fluidic form, is actually 
projected into the outer conditions of the physical plane. 
Read very attentively here, for this is an immediate in- 
strument of the Constituting Intelligence, which actually 
builds the forms and conditions of the outer world. The 
mysterious power of transformation exerted by adepts, the 
power of miracles, the power to heal sick bodies, the pow- 
er to bring about changes in the constitution of material 
forms, is none other than this. 

To see truly is to be able to control the positive and 
negative currents of the Astral Light. These are the solar 
and lunar currents of Prana, concerning which one of the 
Hindu books declares: “To those men who practice, and 
thus always keep the sun and moon in proper order, know- 
ledge of the past and future becomes as easy as if they 
were in their hand.” In the alchemical books, also, the 
Great Work is said to consist in right control of the Sun 
and Moon. Note the implication here. The Sun and Moon 
are, respectively, the luminaries of day and of night, the 
sources of the light whereby we are enabled to see. Thus, 
the alchemical book tells us that the Great Work is per- 
formed by the Sun and Moon, with the aid of Mercury. 

From your earlier studies of Tarot, you will remember 
that the Disposing Intelligence attributed to the letter Zain 
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is also related to the Mercurial sign, Gemini, represented 
by Key 6. In the Tarot, Mercury is symbolized by the Ma- 
gician, and you have been taught that the Emperor is the 
same as the Magician — that the Emperor is the Magician, 
after his union with the High Priestess has transformed her 
into the Empress, who bears his children. Thus Mercury, 
the planet ruling sight, according to astrology, is occult 
connected with the letter Heh, by Mars. The head and 
brain, and particularly the eyes and the sight center, are 
the instruments of what is personified as Mercury. The 
force at work in these centers is the Mars force. Thus in 
Key 1, the Magician, we see the central figure wearing a 
red outer garment. Again, in our color scale, the tint as- 
signed to Gemini is orange, and on the Tree of Life the 
same color is given to Splendor, the 8" Sephirah, called 
the “Sphere of Mercury.” Orange is the mixture of red, the 
color of Mars, and yellow, the color assigned to Mercury 
in our scale. All this may seem very involved and technic- 
al, but it is included here for the benefit of students who 
have special aptitude for following up clues that lead to 
the solution of alchemical and magical problems. Readers 
whose bent lies in other directions need only remember 
. that the essential fact indicated by all these correspon- 
dences is that the mental element in true vision is Mer- 
curial, but that the force involved is predominantly of the 
Mars quality. 

Seeing truly is as much an act of imagination as it is a 
manifestation of the laws of practice. Our physical vision 
has to be supplemented by mental imagery (Key 3). The 
perception of true relationships is super-sensual, and re- 
sults from meditation. To see truly, in fact, requires the 
correlation of all our senses, and the sublimation of their 
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reports in a higher order of knowing (Key 17). From su- 
perficial sense knowledge, we gain nothing but materials 
for a structure of error, certain sooner or later to be overth- 
rown by a sudden influx of light from super-conscious le- 
vels (Key 16). The balance of conscious and sub- 
conscious activities symbolized by The Lovers cannot be 
maintained so long as the sense of separateness persists, 
for while we are imprisoned by that delusion the con- 
scious and subconscious phase of our personal awareness 
are, so to stay, in disguise. Thus, the falling figures in Key 
16 are shown clothed, but in Key 6 the man and the wom- 
an are nude, to indicate that neither hides anything from 
the other. 

Until the Great Work is completed, it seems to us as if 
we were ourselves making the various experiments, but 
when the operation reaches its term; we know that the per- 
sonality has been the subject of an operation conducted by 
the True Self, from super-conscious levels (Key 14). The 
conscious mind is no more than the transmitter of light 
from above. Thus, in the fundamental Tarot tableau which 
you studied in the First Section, the Magician is placed 
over Strength, to indicate that the subconscious modifica- 
tions come immediately from him; but at the same time, . 
he is shown lifting up his right hand, holding the wand, 
and pointing downward with his left hand, as if to indicate 
that he is merely a transmitter of energy. The power, 
therefore, which tames the lion in Key 8, has its origin in 
the super-conscious. It comes from the height on which 
the Hermit stands, and its direct effect is concerned with 
the processes of body-building which are related to the 
zodiacal sign Virgo. In other words, what we are consider- 
ing now at this point is: The progress of any human being 
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along the Path of Return, which leads to adeptship, and 
from adeptship to mastery, is really a series of bodily 
transformations. It is a chemical process of purification 
and sublimation, which results in the weaving of a finer 
and subtler vehicle for the Spirit (Key 9). It is also a 
process which bring about the elimination of the grosser 
elements of the physical organism, and the fine adjust- 
ment of all the forces within it (Key 11). 

In a sense, then, our personal unfoldment is more than 
personal. It is a special manifestation of universal laws 
and forces in the field of action represented by the life ofa 
particular personality. The whole universe manifests with- 
in and through each of us (Key 10). Our lives are always 
utterly dependent upon the cosmic life; but until we reach 
a certain stage of unfoldment, we do not know it. We 
come to this stage, and then we become aware of our de- 
pendence, and gladly submit ourselves to the cosmic life 
(Key 12). This results in the utter dissolution of the false, 
seemingly separated personality, and this dissolution is the 
“mystic death” (Key 13). It is the transfer of conscious- 
ness from the vehicle to THAT which is the rider in the 
vehicle. It is a change from the bustle and disquiet of se- 
parateness to the still calm of the One Life. Therefore is 
the chariot, in Key 7, shown at rest, and the sphinxes cou- 
chant. 

In reality, then, there is no adversary. As man 
progresses in understanding, he synthesizes into one 
Prince of Darkness the hosts of devils that were imagined 
by his ancestors. Yet even this Enemy is but a figment of 
his imagination. Just as a page of cipher manuscript con- 
tains inevitably the clues which enable a cryptographer to 
decipher it, so do all the semblances of antagonism which 


203 


the universe presents to the uninitiated (missing) renewal 
to the better instructed the fundamental truth that all 
things are really working together for the liberation of 
man’s spiritual powers (key 15). Sooner or later, every 
human being reaches the stage of unfoldment where the 
meaning the “Way of Liberation is made plain. The Inner 
Voice speaks, and as we listen and obey, delusion vanish- 
es (Key 5). Then we see all things as they really are. Thus 
true vision, which seems to set everything in order, is real- 
ly no more than perception of the order which is eternally 
present. The vision does not impose order in the place of 
disorder, even though that is what seems to happen when 
the results of true vision are noticed by those who, as yet, 
are unable to see truly. Just as the outlines of objects are 
not really blurred, though they seem blurred to a sufferer 
from astigmatism, so the processes of the universe are 
never disorderly, nor ever antagonistic to human welfare; 
and when our vision is corrected, we simply see the order 
which has been there all the while (Key 4). This better 
seeing is the result of a definite bodily transformation. It is 
brought about by the sublimation of the natural body — by 
a gradual alteration in the body chemistry and structure 
which makes the physical organism a suitable vehicle for 
the manifestation of higher rates of vibratory activity than 
those which are expressed through the physical organism 
of the merely natural man (Key 18). 

The fact that adeptship and mastery are the conse- 
quences of profound alterations in physical chemistry and 
structure cannot be too strongly emphasized, for in these 
days there is a tendency to accept the error that liberation 
is a matter of the mind alone, or, at least, a matter having 
to do with higher planes, to the exclusion of the physical 
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(Key 18). The mystic death mentioned on the preceding 
page is a real dissolution of physical cells, an elimination 
of the cells which have been impressed with the errors of 
the consciousness of separateness (Key 13). The elimina- 
tion is automatic, to be sure. In large measure it is imper- 
ceptible; yet it is none the less actual. For when the animal 
nature is brought under control, it ceases to be the animal 
nature (Key 8). The initial impulses that effect this tho- 
rough-going transformation are passed down into the or- 
ganic level from the human level of sub-consciousness, 
however, and they follow changes in our mental imagery, 
changes effected by acts of concentration (Key 3). 
Continual practice in discrimination, continual exer- 
cise of intellectual power, to the end that the functions of 
conscious and subconscious levels of the personal life 
may be rightly exercised, is required to effect the changes 
I have been describing. Here I may seem to contradict 
what I have just been saying, to the effect that the work is 
really performed by the Higher Self. That contradiction, 
however, is only apparent. In Key 6, it is the power of the 
angel above the man and woman which is specialized in 
their particular activities. The angel, therefore, is unders- 
tood as being the real actor. Nevertheless, what is below 
him acts also. To say that the One Self does the work is by 
no means to absolve ourselves from effort. So long as ef- 
fort seems necessary, so long it is necessary. The illusion 
of separateness is not what we are working against, but 
the delusion which fails to recognize the illusion as such, 
and fails also to understand that precisely that illusion is 
necessary to the Life-Power’s self-expression in the un- 
iverse and in the life of man (Key 6). The real Self of 
every human being is none other than the Eternal Watcher 
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pictured in Tarot as the Hermit. But so long as one is not 
completely identified with that One, the illusion of sepa- 
rateness persists, and this requires us to act as if our own 
practice and our own efforts were what bring about the 
changes through which we attain to liberation (Key 9). 
Whether we know it or not, we are utterly dependent on 
the universal Life-Power. Whether we know it or not, we 
do nothing of ourselves. Knowing this marks a definite 
stage of spiritual unfoldment. We ripen into it, as a fruit 
which is acid and poisonous in its green state ripens into 
sweetness and healthfulness in due season (Key 12). With 
such knowledge comes a new attitude toward seeming ad- 
versity, toward the criticism of others, and especially to- 
ward the mental state of those who misjudge and calum- 
niate us. The unripe person hates his adversaries, longs for 
a day in which he shall be freed from all adversities, 
damns those who speak ill of him, and unless he is per- 
fectly comfortable, questions the justice of cosmic law. He 
who is ripe truly loves his enemies, knows that no proverb 
is truer than the saying, “Sweet are the uses of adversity,” 
pities the mental darkness of those who misunderstand 
and condemn him, and looks upon discomfort as a signal 
that he has an adjustment to make somewhere in his per- 
sonal mechanism (Key 15). 

Persons who are attracted to Tarot and similar studies 
are those who are approaching ripeness. They are those 
who have had glimpses of a higher state of human exis- 
tence than that which is pictured to us in our daily news- 
papers. Thus they have attracted the notice of those riper 
men and women who are ahead of us on the Path of Re- 
turn. From those riper elder brothers and sisters of man- 
kind comes all such teaching as this. It is a teaching based 
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upon Their own experience, an experience we may share, 
if we will. 
Meditations 


FIRST DAY: Keys 3, 17, 16, 6. The harvest of wis- 
dom ripens in the field of my sub-consciousness. Day by 
day, my vision of truth becomes clearer. I welcome the 
overthrow of my former errors. THE OVERSHADOW- 
ING PRESENCE DISPOSES ME TO FAITHFULNESS. 


SECOND DAY: Keys 14, 8, 9, 11. In this day’s expe- 
riences, the One Life refines and purifies my personality. I 
am made whole by the Universal Medicine. The One Will 
forms my flesh and blood according to its perfect pattern. 
THE LAW OF LIBERTY SETS ME FREE. 


THIRD DAY: Keys 10, 12, 13, 7. The Life-Power al- 
ready is all that I want to be. Its power is the immovable 
basis of all my personal achievement. That power dis- 
solves everything in my personality that seems to obstruct 
its free self-expression. 1 AM BEING FASHIONED IN- 
TO A PERFECT VEHICLE FOR THE VICTORIOUS 
ONE. 


FOURTH DAY: Keys 15, 5, 4, 18. I fear no evil. For 
as I listen and obey the instruction of the Inner Voice, de- 
lusion vanishes. I see the Heavenly Order wherever I look. 
FOR I AM BEING TRANSFORMED INTO THE LIKE- 
NESS OF THE ONE SELF, THAT SELF WHICH SEES 
NAUGHT BUT THE PERFECTION OF ITS SELF- 
MANIFESTATION. 
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FIFTH DAY: Keys 18, 13, 8, 3. Today marks another 
stage of progress along the Path of Return. Today marks 
the utter dissolution of some error of the past. Today is a 
more perfect expression of the inexhaustible strength of 
the One Life. TODAY BRINGS ME NEARER THE 
GOAL OF TRUE WISDOM. 


SIXTH DAY: Keys 6, 9, 12, 15. This day I manifest 
harmony. I look upward toward the heights. I rest secure 
in the knowledge of my union with the Life-Power. I RE- 
NEW MY STRENGTH. 
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Section SECOND | THE SCHOOL OF AGELESS WISDOM 
Lesson 21 TAROT INSTRUCTION 


The Tarot tableau for this lesson is 


The constant summation is 46. This indicates Key 10, 
THE WHEEL OF FORTUNE, considered as the operation 
of the principle symbolized by Key 6, THE LOVERS, 
working through that which is represented by Key 4, THE 
EMPEROR. 

Key 10, through its connection with the letter Kaph, is 
related to the 21" path on the Tree of Life. The name of 
this path is “The Intelligence of Desirous Quest,” and the 
Book of Formation says: “It is so called because it rece- 
ives the divine influence which flows into it, and through 
it sends a benediction upon every mode of existence.” 

The meaning of the letter-name Kaph is “a grasping 
hand,” and thus comprehension is the fundamental mean- 
ing of all that is represented by the letter and the Key cor- 
responding to it. What is comprehended is something al- 
ready given. We have to become properly receptive to the 
universe before we may grasp its significance. As I have 
so often said, a true Qabalist is, first of all, a receptive 
person. The whole mental training of the practical occult- 
ist rests upon this foundation of adequate receptivity to the 
influx of the impulses of the Life-Power. These impulses 
come to us through the sense-channels, from without, and 
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from the super-conscious levels, through the inner senso- 
rium, from within. Right comprehension is the conse- 
quence of balancing the two kinds of impulse. From with- 
out we receive the impressions that make us aware of the 
facts of existence. From within we receive the intuitions 
which enable us to grasp the meaning of the facts. 

The Universal Mind, which eternally grasps both the 
facts of existence, and their significance, is regarded by 
occultists as being an immediate presence in every human 
personality (Key 4). The degree to which that presence is 
felt, the measure in which the perfect knowledge of the 
One Life is expressed in personal consciousness, are mat- 
ters largely dependent upon the personal organism. A 
highly developed organism is more responsive, and ex- 
presses more clearly the heavenly vision, just as a fine ra- 
dio-set has a greater range, finer selectivity, and better to- 
nality than a cheap one (Key 18). In occult practice, right 
meditation is the method used to refine the physical ve- 
hicle. Contrary to outward appearances, a man in medita- 
tion is not merely passive. By an intense act of will, he 
maintains an unbroken flow of knowledge in some partic- 
ular object. Meditation begins with intent concentration on 
some fact of sense-experience. The passivity of outward 
appearance presented by the still body of a person deep in 
the meditative trance is in sharp contrast to the intense in- 
ner activity which characterizes true meditation (Key 17). 
The outer vehicle is still, but the inner life is intensely 
alert and active (Key 7). 

After a certain amount of purely technical preliminary 
training in concentration, meditation should be used in 
connection with some particular object, which is sug- 
gested by whatever problem may be uppermost in the stu- 
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dent’s life. Remembering always that the appearances of 
adversity which constitute a problem are appearances 
caused by his own ignorance of some element of the situa- 
tion, the practical occultist faces his problem squarely, 
making no attempt to avoid it or to escape from it. He 
knows from experience that every problem contains its 
own answer, and in meditation looks for the answer (Key 
15). He knows, too, that the real Self above and behind his 
personality already knows the answer, and in his medita- 
tion seeks merely to make himself receptive to the influx 
of that higher knowledge (Key 9). In this kind of practice, 
the underlying principle is the fact that no matter what the 
appearances may be, no circumstance whatever is separate 
from the unbroken succession of events constituting the 
universal order. The conditions which seem to be adverse, 
the situations which appear to us as problems, are merely 
aspects of the universal order whose relation to the whole 
and to ourselves we fail to perceive. Meditation enables us 
to receive from super-conscious levels the Life-Power’s 
perfect knowledge of the significance of any given situa- 
tion (Key 10). Thus, one of the means to the attainment of 
right comprehension is the mental attitude of complete 
passivity in relation to the supporting presence of the Life- 
Power. That is to say, the practical occultist recognizes the 
truth that every detail of his personal life-expression is re- 
ally just a particular manifestation, in time and space, of 
the universal Life. To that Life, surrenders himself utterly, 
and the more complete the surrender, the more perfectly 
does the personality express the Life-Power’s command 
over every circumstance. Inwardly passive and receptive, 
the practical occultist appears to be extraordinary domi- 
nant over all things in his environment. His affairs seem, 
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to those who witness nothing but the externals of his life, 
to fall miraculously into right adjustment. Thus his con- 
temporaries usually suppose him to possess some secret 
that enables him to exert unusual personal command over 
circumstances; but he himself knows that the reverse is 
true. His real secret is that he submits he whole existence 
to the direction of the Life-Power (Key 12). 

No amount of argument will ever convince anybody 
that this procedure will actually produce good results. All 
the proverbial wisdom of the race is against it. There is 
nothing in ordinary experience which seems to support the 
occult doctrine. Yet, as one approaches what the occult 
schools so often call “ripeness,” some dim realization that 
one’s whole existence is actually but a particular manife- 
station of universal activities begins to dawn in the mind 
of the seeker for libration (Key 11). From this initial va- 
gue awareness on to the point where the speaker passes 
through the “mystic death” which utterly dissolves his 
former personality, and completely transforms the funda- 
mental motivation of his existence, there is a steady, but 
almost imperceptible, growth in consciousness (Key 13). 
After the transformation just mentioned, the person in 
whom it has occurred knows at first hand that his personal 
existence is actually a particular example of demonstra- 
tion of the prayers of the Universal Life (key 14). The ul- 
timate outcome of this demonstration is complete verifica- 
tion of the truth that the Higher Self is master of all condi- 
tions. The first stages of this demonstration bring the stu- 
dent’s own body and all its forces under control of his 
mind. Later stages of growth bring animal life outside his 
body under his control. Still more advanced stages of de- 
velopment make him master of the forces of the vegetable 
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kingdom. The final stages of the Great Work give him 
control over the elemental forces of the inorganic of min- 
eral kingdom. He in whom the Great Work reaches its fi- 
nal term appears to his contemporaries to be a worker of 
miracles; but in his own understanding he seems to be no 
more than the passive instrument of a higher power. Thus 
he says, with Jesus, “I do nothing of myself. The Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work.” That is to say, the real 
cause of the marvels that excite the admiration of his con- 
temporaries is understood by an adept to be the already- 
existing command of circumstance inherent in the nature 
of the Life-Power. That command of circumstance is an 
eternal fact, so that it must have been an actual reality 
long before the particular time-period in which it is dem- 
onstrated through the life of a given adept. In other words, 
“My Father worketh hitherto.” In consequence of that 
working, says the adept, “I work.” (Key 8) 

Worldly wisdom regards each man’s life as his own 
personal affair, and the foundation of its whole structure 
of precept and practice is the fallacy that every human be- 
ing is a separate unit. That false interpretation of the 
meaning of personality must be utterly destroyed before 
the Great Work can be completed in the field of time and 
space, which is the setting for the life of a given personali- 
ty (Key 16). Careful examination of one’s own states of 
consciousness helps to overcome the error. When the op- 
erations of the self-conscious and subconscious levels of 
the personal life are closely watched, it soon becomes evi- 
dent that the force at work on both self-conscious and sub- 
conscious levels does not originate in either of these two 
fields of personal action. Self-consciousness and sub- 
consciousness are, both of them, fields of mental reaction. 
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We respond consciously and subconsciously to various 
stimuli, but the stimuli themselves originate outside the 
limits of personality. Even the power which makes re- 
sponse possible has its sources outside the personality. 
This is a fact which any one may discover for himself as 
the result of attentively considering the physical and men- 
tal activities of his personal existence. By the angel in Key 
6, The Lovers, the Tarot represents the true sources of the 
powers expressed through personality, and the symbolism 
of that Key shows the true relation of the self-conscious 
and subconscious aspects of personality to the super- 
conscious Life-Power (key 6). On the practical side, fur- 
thermore, he who will merely assume that there is present 
in his life a real source of knowledge, always ready to 
guide those who will adopt the right mental attitude, may 
soon receive abundant evidence that his assumption is cor- 
rect. For him who listens, the Inner Voice gives freely of 
its wise counsel (Key 5). Under its guidance there is, in 
due season, a complete regeneration or renewal of the 
elements of personal life. This is the “new birth” de- 
scribed so often in sacred and occult scriptures. It fashions 
the whole personality after a new image, and the changed 
consciousness thus brought into manifestation is symbo- 
lized in Tarot by Key 19. 

The truly “twice-born” or regenerated person turns his 
back upon the restrictions of three-dimensional existence. 
He faces in another direction. He stands in a magic circle, 
so to say, and his whole life is a magical ceremonial, pro- 
ductive of extraordinary results (Key 19). His daily expe- 
rience is a continual verification of the underlying prin- 
ciples of practical occultism (Key 14). His inner life is a 
state of joyous union with the Higher Self. Nothing resists 


214 


his will, because he has completely identified his “person- 
al will” as the One Will behind the Universal Order. Note 
well the significance of the verb “identified,” and you will 
get at the inner meaning of what you have just been told 
(key 9). In short, an adept is able to give every outward 
and visible evidence of mastery because he has come into 
full realization of the fact that his true Self is none other 
than the eternal Master of the Universe (Key 4). 

In Chapter 3 of the Bhagavad-Gita Krishna says: 
“There is nothing for me to do in these three worlds, noth- 
ing unattained that is possible to attain; still I am present 
in action.” The Supreme Self is the Doer of all. He is 
present in action, and the action is unceasing. Yet is He 
also eternally at rest in His own divine perfection (Key 7). 
The cycles of manifestation follow each other in the un- 
ending flux of involution and evolution, yet the Self re- 
mains poised and unmoved, like the sphinx at the top of 
the Wheel in Key 10. Unceasing change of form, necessi- 
tating the passing away of old forms that new ones may 
come into manifestation, is the framework of the Life- 
Power’s self-expression. As the Book of Tokens has it: “I 
am the germ, I am the growth, I am the decay.” Yet the 
Self remains unchanged in the midst of change (Key 13). 
Only forms perish. Thus, only those systems of action are 
doomed to destruction which rest upon the false assump- 
tion that there can be any permanence in form. The at- 
tempt to establish forms that shall be everlasting is the 
fundamental error exemplified by the story of the Tower 
of Babel (Key 16). 

Thus, the right interpretation of the Intelligence of 
Desirous Quest, and of Key 10, which is its representative 
in Tarot, may be summed up thus: 
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Right comprehension of the cyclic nature of manife-~ 
station shows us clearly that there is, during any great pe- 
riod of manifestation, an unbroken involution of spiritual 
potentialities, balanced by an unbroken evolution of mani- 
fested forms of expression. No form can be final, because 
no form can terminate the manifestation of inexhaustible 
possibilities. It is the same idea that is represented at the 
beginning of the Tarot series by the Fool. No matter to 
what height the self-expression of the Life-Power attains, 
there is always a height beyond. To know this is to be free 
from two mistaken desires: (1) The desire to perpetuate 
some particular form; (2) the desire to attain to some form 
of expression which is regarded as being ultimate or final. 
The wise man’s liberation is not the attainment of some 
changeless condition. Even if that condition be thought of 
as altogether formless (from our point-of-view), a closer 
inspection of the thought will show that the so-called 
“formless state” is really a vague uniformity. No, libera- 
tion is not in this. It is identification with that which, 
though it enters into all forms, is restricted by none of 
them. The object of our desire, then, is not form at all, but 
the spiritual Reality behind all forms. We are not seeking 
a final condition, because there can be no such thing. Our 
quest is for identification with that which is beyond all 
bonds of name and form — the pure Spiritual Self. 
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Meditations 


FIRST DAY: Keys 4, 18, 17, 7. The Universal Mind, 
comprehending all phenomena and their significance, is a 
real presence in my life. Daily, I become more and more 
responsive to the influx of its wisdom. Established in right 
meditation, I see this day nw forms of truth. MY PER- 
SONAL LIFE IS THE FIELD OF MANIFESTATION 
FOR THE VICTORIOUS SPIRIT. 


SECOND DAY: Keys 15, 9, 10, 12. Every problem 
contains its own answer. My true Self already knows 
whatever remains hidden from my personal vision. Every 
situation in which I find myself is an aspect of the univer- 
sal order. THIS DAY I RESIGN MYSELF UTTERLY 
TO THE UNFAILING SUPPORT OF THE ONE REAL- 
ITY. 


THIRD DAY: Keys 11, 13, 14, 8. All my personal ac- 
tions are but the particular expression of universal powers. 
Day by day I am transformed into a mere perfect likeness 
of my true Self. Always I am under guidance. MY TRUE 
SELF IS NOW MASTER OF ALL CONDITIONS. 


FOURTH DAY: Keys 16, 6, 5, 19. Nothing in my life 
is, or can be, separated from the Universal Life. The true 
source of all my personal activities, conscious and sub- 
conscious, is a power flowing into the field of personality 
from super-conscious levels. As I listen, the Inner Voice 
gives freely its wise counsel. THIS IS A DAY OF RE- 
GENERATION. 
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FIFTH DAY: Keys 19, 14, 9, 4. My whole life is a 
ceremony expressing the heavenly order. This very day I 
certify the principles of true occultism. I identify my per- 
sonal volition as being one with the Universal Will. MY 
TRUE SELF IS THE ETERNAL MASTER OF CREA- 
TION. 


SIXTH DAY: Keys 7, 10, 13, 16. The Supreme Self is 
present in all action. It remains poised and firm in the 
midst of change. Let forms pass, It remains. I AM FREE 
FROM DESIRE FOR THE CONTINUANCE OF ANY 
FORM. 
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Section SECOND | THE SCHOOL OF AGELESS WISDOM 
Lesson 22 TAROT INSTRUCTION 


The Tarot tableau for this lesson is 


8 18 19 5 
13. 11 #10—~=«#16 
9 IS 14 12 
20 6 7 17 


The constant summation is 50. This indicates Key 5, 
THE HIEROPHANT, considered as the operation of the 
power of Key 0, THE FOOL, through the agency of Key 
5. 

This tableau then may be expected to show how the 
power of Intuition (Key 5) formulates the energy of su- 
per-consciousness. That energy is represented by Key 0. 
Thus, the whole tableau will be more or less related to the 
mode of consciousness described in Qabalah as the Tri- 
umphant and Eternal Intelligence, said to be “the delight 
of glory, the glory of the No-Thing, veiling the Name of 
Him, the Fortunate One...the Garden of Eden, prepared 
for the righteous.” As I have written elsewhere: “This path 
is called ‘the delight of glory, the glory of the No-Thing’ 
because when at last we do hear, the message of the Inner 
Voice is one of purest joy, and the joy is that which comes 
when our interior hearing enables us to identify the Self in 
us with that eternal I AM whose very essence is the AIN, 
or No-Thing, which we call ‘All the power that ever was 
or will be.’ The glory of that power is then revealed to us, 
and the experience is what Hindus call ‘Existence- 
Knowledge-Bliss Absolute.”’ 
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This revelation of the real nature of the Self includes 
the perception of conscious immortality, represented in 
Tarot by Key 20. For to hear the Voice of the Eternal is 
truly to share in its knowledge that the Self never was 
born, and shall never die. Hence, an old magical manu- 
script mentioned by Eliphas Levi declares that he who 
knows the secret of the letter Vau, to which the Hiero- 
phant is attributed, “knows the reason of the past, present, 
and future.” Past, present, and future have their reason for 
existence, or their cause, in eternity. Eternity is always 
NOW. When the Inner Voice speaks, the fact of eternity is 
a direct, present realization. 

Three centers in the body are active when we hear the 
Inner Voice — the auditory center in the brain, the pituitary 
body or Moon center, and the Venus center in the throat. 
Thus, we are told by astrologers that the sign Taurus, 
ruled by Venus and in which the Moon is exalted, governs 
the throat and ears. In hearing the Inner Voice, we really 
hear, just as certainly as we hear the voices of our friends. 
But the vibration of the three centers involved in this inte- 
rior hearing is set up by the impact of energy descending 
from super-conscious levels, instead of being caused by 
air-waves impinging upon our eardrums. In other words, 
the physiological apparatus for ordinary hearing is set in 
motion by etheric impulses having their origin in the Uni- 
versal Mind (Key 5). Such interior hearing is greatly faci- 
litated by the conscious realization that sensations may be 
experienced without the stimulus of forces having their 
origin in our external physical environment. As soon as 
we understand that the so-called “inner sensorium” which 
gives us spiritual hearing, spiritual sight, and other spiri- 
tual sensations is none other than the sense-apparatus or- 
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dinarily excited by physical stimuli, much of the mystery 
of the higher kinds of perception is dissipated. And then 
we can intentionally turn away from outer sense-stimulus, 
in order to be in a receptive attitude toward the spiritual 
stimuli which arouse the higher and inner sensations. This 
is exactly what is represented by the symbolism of Key 
19, and the two figures of that Key are shown as little 
children because, when we begin this practice, we have to 
learn the significance of our interior sensations, just as 
children have to learn the significance of ordinary sensa- 
tions (Key 19). By turning our attention to the inner life, 
we gradually organize these bodily centers which are our 
means of contact with the higher planes. The path shown 
in Key 18, therefore, leads to heights in the far back- 
ground of the picture. Thus, in accordance with an ancient 
convention of symbolic art, the hint is given that the goal 
of occult practice, the height of occult attainment, is direct 
experience of that interior Reality which is the back- 
ground of our external life, and the source of power 
whence all the forces of the external life are derived. We 
cannot hear the Inner Voice unless we have ears to hear. 
Organic development is the indispensable condition for 
spiritual experiences (Key 18). This development follows 
automatically when we grasp intellectually the principle 
involved, and make that principle the basis of our practice 
of life. For the sub-consciousness, always amenable to the 
dominant suggestion originating at the self-conscious lev- 
el, is the body-builder. We have merely to see to it that 
our thoughts, words and acts formulate the fundamental 
idea that we are on the Path of Return, that we are ripen- 
ing into beings having ears to hear and eyes to see. The 
subconscious body-building power automatically takes 
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care of the complex processes whereby the actual physio- 
logical readjustments are effected (Key 8). 

The earlier stage of that readjustment resemble what 
occurs when a new building is erected on the site of an old 
one. The first thing that occurs is that the old building is 
torn down. Thus, whenever any person seriously under- 
takes to live the life of regeneration, he invites and expe- 
riences a more or less protracted period of mental and 
emotional physical upset. Every true occult teaching an- 
nounces this fact in no uncertain terms; but the egotism of 
many would-be occultists often leads them to believe that 
they will be the shining exceptions of this invariable rule. 
Thus, many who begin occult work with enthusiasm ab- 
andon their practice before it has gone far enough. They 
bewail their apparent misfortunes, and in a vain effort to 
eat their cake and have it too, fail miserably (Key 16). Yet 
even this apparent failure is but part of the ripening 
process. All of us have probably failed again and again, 
but our inability to remember past incarnations mercifully 
hides those failures behind the veil of forgetfulness. From 
those abortive attempts, however, comes the impulse to 
seek release, which drives us now. Sooner or later that 
impulse will be fully realized, and we shall reach the term 
of our quest (Key 10). Faithful adherence to what we do 
know, and faithful practice of the best type of life that our 
present understanding shows us, are indispensable. Inter- 
mittent, casual effort is of little avail. There must be a dai- 
ly — yes, an hourly and momentary — adjustment. Conti- 
nual vigilance, careful weighing of every motive and 
every act, determined elimination of every mental, physi- 
cal and emotional state which holds us back — these are 
necessary to the unfoldment of the higher orders of know- 
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ing (Key 11). By this time, it must be familiar to you that 
the secret of the Great Work is dissolution and how often 
you have been told that dissolution and death are syn- 
onyms. Your old personality has to be utterly dissolved 
before the new personality can be formulated. Just as the 
caterpillar’s body, inside the cocoon, loses all its characte- 
ristic parts and is resolved into a homogeneous mass, so 
does the occultist’s mental concept of personality have to 
be dissolved before it can be reconstituted in the New Im- 
age (Key 13). 

This dissolution is not the destruction of the physical 
body. It is the renunciation — the total renunciation and re- 
pudiation — of the conception of human personality held 
by the uninitiated or worldly man. It is the reduction of 
that false notion to absolute nothingness, until nothing 
remains in the seeker’s consciousness that has any affinity 
with the world’s false interpretation of the meaning of 
personality. This utter reversal of ordinary opinion is the 
true meaning of alchemical “dissolution” (Key 12). He 
who regards every event of his life as a particular dealing 
of God with his soul, acts from quite other motives than 
those which are behind the ordinary person’s thoughts and 
deeds. The psychological effect of this altered point-of- 
view is very important. No one but a very ignorant person 
can possibly believe that his “own” powers are adequate 
to the work of regeneration. We must invoke the aid of a 
power higher than ourselves if we are to succeed in the 
Great Work. Ageless Wisdom gives rational support to 
our faith, instead of the irrational acceptance of creeds and 
authority which is demanded by exoteric religion. Faith 
we must have, for without it we can never succeed; but 
ours is a reasonable faith, susceptible to experimental ve- 
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rification (Key 14). Our work in practical occultism de- 
mands such faith, because the occultist is confronted; ear- 
ly in his endeavor to escape from delusion, with many a 
vivid apparition of the Terrible. The Dweller on the Thre- 
shold is by no means a fanciful creation. By no means 
does the adoption of the occult way of life immediately 
remove all problems from our path. On the contrary, our 
earlier experiences usually bring us face to face with a 
host of problems which are no less terrifying, because 
their existence is not even suspected by the ordinary hu- 
man being (Key 15). Not the least of these is the sense of 
utter loneliness which often descends upon the occult as- 
pirant, especially if he happens to live in a community 
where there are few persons who share his interests. When 
one begins in earnest to lead the occult life, not the least 
of his tests is that his conduct becomes incomprehensible 
to his relatives and friends. Often he finds that his work 
breaks ties which have existed for years, and until he rea- 
lizes that freedom implies the breaking of all ties, the se- 
vering of all bonds, this hurts. Then, too, it often seems to 
him that he is working without a glimmer of light from 
above. To all who are beset with such feelings, the Age- 
less Wisdom says, “Whether you realize it or not, you are 
never really alone. Always there stands the Silent Watch- 
er, holding up the lamp of truth to light your way. Persist, 
then, and in due season you will reach the goal, the goal of 
absolute identification with that One whose high attain- 
ment now seems to you so far removed from your present 
situation. That One is your true Self. Advance within to 
the height where He stands” (Key 9). 

Meditation is the method adopted by all occult schools 
for the work of readjustment. The technical work of medi- 
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tation brings about many subtle physiological changes, 
among them the balancing and co-ordination of the activi- 
ties of the “interior stars” (Key 17). By meditation, one 
comes to know at first-hand that the personality is nothing 
but a vehicle for the real Self (Key 7). Meditation, too, 
leads to right discrimination, and to the proper balancing 
of the activities of the conscious and subconscious levels 
of personal action (Key 6). No one can be a practical oc- 
cultist who does not meditate, for the release from the 
time-bound, three-dimensional consciousness of unini- 
tiated humanity into the conscious immortality and fourth- 
dimensional experience of the initiate is the direct conse- 
quence of meditation (Key 20). 

The time of that release no man knows. They who ask, 
“How long will it take me to attain to liberation?” or 
“When will I experience illumination?” betray their ignor- 
ance of fundamentals by their questions. Not for nothing 
did Eliphas Levi say that the occultist must work as if he 
had all eternity in which to complete his undertaking. For 
it is the essence of occult attainment that it is unrelated to 
time as we understand time (Key 20). The illusion of illu- 
sions, after all, is the appearance that we now are not what 
we shall someday become. Notwithstanding all that has 
been said about the higher experience being the conse- 
quence of organic changes, the fact remains that the speed 
with which those changes are effected depends on ele- 
ments which we cannot possibly calculate. There have 
been instances in which the transformation of the vehicles 
of consciousness appeared to be instantaneous. The main 
point to bear in mind is that the transformation is merely 
in the vehicle, not in the Self. You are, in reality, at this 
very moment, all that you aspire to become. The delusion 
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that you are something else is precisely the root-error 
from which occult practice will release you (Key 15). At 
the center of a wheel there is no movement. At the core of 
your existence is the changeless Spirit of Life. When you 
have, as the saying goes, arrived at the goal, you will dis- 
cover that you were never anywhere else. Is this a para- 
dox? It is also a fundamental truth (Key 10). For who is 
the Speaker whose Voice is heard in the Silence? Your 
Self. Who is the Knower, from whose inexhaustible store 
of wisdom you may receive light on all your problems? 
None other than your Self. To know that Self, to compre- 
hend its exhaustless power, to express that power in very 
detail of personal existence, this is the sum of true occult 
attainment (Key 5). 

You have come in touch with this work because, even 
now, you are ripening into the New Image. Whether you 
have any particular external evidence or not, the subtle 
power of the law which transforms personality is at work 
in you (Key 8). Be faithful in the little things of daily 
practice, and presently you will find yourself entrusted 
with the adjustment of greater things (Key 11). These 
pages go where they are sent, and something higher than 
the knowledge and plans of the human beings who are in 
immediate charge of their composition and distribution, 
has charge of the work. You are among the called. You 
are among those whose lives are under the immediate su- 
pervision of Those Who Know. You are in the midst of 
the process of transmutation, which shall change all the 
base metal of your nature into pure gold (Key 14). Let this 
thought be the focal point of your meditations during the 
coming week, and be sure to make note of any unveilings 
of truth that may come to you during this period (Key 17). 
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Meditations 


FIRST DAY: Keys 5, 19, 18, 8. INSTRUCTED BY 
THE INNER VOICE, I TURN AWAY FROM THE LI- 
MITATIONS OF THE OUTER SENSES, IN ORDER 
THAT THIS, MY BODY, MAY BE TRANSFORMED 
INTO THE NEW IMAGE THROUGH THE UNFAIL- 
ING STRENGTH OF THE PERFECT LAW. 


SECOND DAY: Keys 16, 10, 11, 13. LET EVERY 
VESTIGE OF THE FALSE LIFE BE CLEARED 
AWAY, THAT THROUGH RIGHT COMPREHENSION 
OF THE LAW, I MAY BE FAITHFUL IN EVEN THE 
LEAST THINGS, THUS DISSOLVING EVERY TRACE 
OF THE ERROR OF SEPARATENESS. 


THIRD DAY: Keys 12, 14, 15, 9. DAILY, I RE- 
VERSE THE FALSE CONCEPTS OF THE WORLD, 
SUBMITTING EVERY DETAIL OF MY LIFE TO THE 
GUIDANCE OF THE TRUE SELF, FACING EVERY 
PROBLEM COURAGEOUSLY, RELYING CONFI- 
DENTLY ON THE POWER OF THE SILENT 
WATCHER. 


FOURTH DAY: Keys 17, 7, 6, 20. 1 WILL PERSIST 
IN MEDITATION UNTIL I REALIZE FULLY THE 
INDWELLING PRESENCE OF THE ONE SELF, AND 
EXPERIENCE THAT PERFECT BALANCE OF MY 
INNER POWERS WHICH SHALL RELEASE ME 
FROM TIME INTO ETERNITY. 
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FIFTH DAY: Keys 20, 15, 10, 5. 1 AM NOT IN 
HASTE, FOR IKNOW ALL ADVERSITY SHALL BE 
OVERCOME IN DUE SEASON, IF I BUT LISTEN TO 
THE INNER VOICE AND OBEY ITS ADMONITIONS. 


SIXTH DAY: Keys 8, 11, 14, 17. THE PERFECT 
LAW WORKS IN MY FLESH TO ELIMINATE ALL 
EMBODIMENTS OF DELUSION AND BALANCE 
ALL FORCES, TO THE END THAT I MAY ENJOY 
THE KNOWLEDGE AND CONVERSATION OF THE 
GUARDIAN ANGEL, AND WITNESS THE UN- 
VEILED TRUTH. 
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Section SECOND | THE SCHOOL OF AGELESS WISDOM 
Lesson 23 TAROT INSTRUCTION 


The Tarot tableau for this lesson is 


9 19 20 6 
14 12 11 #217 
10 16 15 «13 
21 7 8 18 


The constant summation is 54. This indicates Key 9, 
THE HERMIT, considered as the operation of the power 
symbolized by Key 4, THE EMPEROR, working through 
the agency that is represented in Tarot by Key 5, THE 
HIEROPHANT. 

THE HERMIT corresponds to the 20" path on the 
Tree of Life, named the Intelligence of Will. The Book of 
Formation says: “It is so called because it forms the pat- 
terns of all bodies; and by this intelligence, when it is per- 
ceived, the pre-existent Wisdom is discovered.” 

The letters of the Hebrew word “rawtsone” (WILL) 
are four in number, and by their Qabalistic correspon- 
dences they represent radiant energy (R), air (Tz), earth 
(V) and water (N). Thus the occult significance of the 
word relates to the idea of a synthesis of the four ele- 
ments, which synthesis is none other than the One Reality, 
the Ancient of Days, represented by the HERMIT, and 
customarily designated by the divine name IHVH. 

In the “Mind of the Father,” as the Chaldean Oracles 
call it, are the primary patterns of all things, and each pat- 
tern is the mental embodiment of the intention, or pur- 
pose, or will, of the Universal Mind. These archetypal pat- 
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terns are maintained throughout a cycle of manifestation, 
and thus they are imposed upon all particular centers of 
life-expression. These patterns in the Mind of the Father, 
in other words, are the conditions of manifested existence; 
or rather the archetypal roots of all conditions of embodi- 
ment. Orderly formulation of knowledge concerning these 
conditions is the method of science, exoteric and esoteric. 
But exoteric science regards these conditions as being 
given by forces of powers external to man, who observes 
and studies them. Occult science, on the contrary, declares 
that the Mind of the Father is a real presence in every hu- 
man being. It holds that when Jesus said, “I and the Father 
are One” he was simply declaring his personal realization 
of a fact which is just as much a fact for those persons 
who have not yet realized it. Thus, Occult Science dec- 
lares that the power that forms the patterns of all bodies is 
a real, integral part of man’s constitution. From this it fol- 
lows that the conditions around us are not imposed upon 
us from outside, but are really the expressions of our true 
Will. 

Not until the differences between the functions of the 
conscious and subconscious levels of personal mentality 
have been understood, at least in some measure, may we 
come to know the Will of the Father. Confusion as to the 
nature these functions, ignorance of the differences be- 
tween the two modes of personal consciousness, and con- 
sequent attempts to try doing consciously what ought to 
be done subconsciously (or vice versa), are among the 
most potent causes of our human predicaments. As soon 
as we realize that the conscious mind in personality is on- 
ly the watcher and initiator of action, as soon as we act 
upon the fact that the sub-consciousness is the body- 
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builder and the link between personality and the universal 
Self, the confusion begins to clear up. All practical occult- 
ism is a development of the fundamental facts and laws 
represented by the 6" Tarot Key. It is on this account that 
the final Key of the major trumps bears a number which is 
the extension of the number of THE LOVERS. For 21 is 
the sum of the numbers from 0 to 6 inclusive. This, to a 
number symbolist, is equivalent to saying that what is 
represented by Key 21 is merely the unfoldment of the 
possibilities shown in Key 6. 

Our tableau this week, then, reminds us that to know 
the Will of the Father, we must have used the law of sug- 
gestion to turn the subconscious mind, like a mirror, so 
that it reflects the light of super-consciousness into the 
field of personality (Key 6). Conscious immortality, as we 
have shown elsewhere, is the direct consequence of our 
subconscious contact with the true Self. For when that 
contact is established, the body-building functions of the 
sub-consciousness are modified. So to say, the patterns in 
the Mind of the Father are reflected into the field of per- 
sonality, and there ensues a complete reorganization of the 
personal vehicle. This reorganization includes the awa- 
kening of the functions of certain bodily centers which 
enable us to become consciously aware of the fact that we 
are four-dimensional, eternal beings (Key 20). Such 
awareness, in other words, is the immediate consequence 
of a regenerative process just as much physical as mental 
(Key 19). The regenerative process turns us away from the 
limitations of the sense of life, and opens to us the glories 
of the supernatural realm. It is in this realm that we estab- 
lish contact with the Intelligence of Will, and realize, at 
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last, our essential identity with the Silent Watcher (Key 
9). 
The truth about the Self unveils itself to us in our 
hours of meditation. As it is written in Light on the Path, 
“Look for the flower to bloom in the silence that follows 
the storm: not till then.” Hence, in Tarot, the Key which 
pictures this experience, Key 17, is placed immediately 
after the one which shows a violent storm. Only through 
right meditation can confidence be developed in the abso- 
lute justice of cosmic law, and such confidence be devel- 
oped in the absolute justice of cosmic law; and such con- 
fidence is indispensable to him who would establish equi- 
librium in his own personality (Key 11). It is because the 
practice of meditation puts us in touch with the Inner Life 
that it is so insisted upon in all manuals of practical oc- 
cultism. Again we quote from Light on the Path: “For 
within you is the light of the world... Through your own 
heart comes the one light which can illuminate life and 
make it clear to your eyes.” Those quotations are from the 
portions numbered 12 in the first and second sections of 
Light on the Path, and they are in direct correspondence 
with THE HANGED MAN (Key 12). After the suspen- 
sion of personal action, after the utter resignation of the 
personal life to the guidance of the Universal Spirit, 
comes the Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy 
Guardian Angel. And that Angel effects the transmutation 
of all the base elements of the personal life (Key 14). 
Ardent desire for power is required of us, but the 
power we are taught to desire is not power over others. It 
is contact with the life-power itself, and this contact is of- 
ten described as “knowledge.” But his is not superficial 
brain-knowledge. It is not ordinary information. It is an 
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intimate union, closely approximating the archaic signi- 
ficance of the verb “to know,” and it is directly connected 
with the sublimation of the forces corresponding to the 
zodiacal sign Scorpio (Key 13). Such knowledge brings 
about the development of the inner senses, and results in 
comprehension of the true significance of the various 
combinations of elemental forces. Those combinations 
seem chaotic to the eye of outer sensation, and their ac- 
tivities seem to constitute a strong opposition to our plans 
and purposes. But to the spiritual eye, they present another 
aspect. When that eye is opened, the Adversary is recog- 
nized as a friend, wearing a mask of terror while He 
teaches us how to play the game of life (key 15). Through 
His instruction, we learn how to conquer the false desires 
of the outer senses, and are enabled to overthrow the edi- 
fice of erroneous supposition erected upon the foundation 
of the sense of separateness (Key 16). Ultimately we dis- 
cover the truth that everything in the field of manifestation 
is related to everything else. We see that our personal ex- 
istence is part of the whole cycle of manifestation. We 
perceive that the events of today are directly connected 
with the entire past, and just as truly joined to the whole 
future (Key 10). 

Following the Path of Return, which leads within, we 
pass beyond the limits of ordinary experience, into that 
vast Beyond, whence come the reports of Those Who 
Know, our Elder Brothers who have preceded us. We are 
on the same path as They, for all that They seem so far 
beyond us. And from them comes the message, “The 
whole nature of man must be used wisely by the one who 
desires to enter the Way.” In other words, occult devel- 
opment includes the physical, or corporeal nature, and is 
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not complete until the outermost vehicle of Spirit, the 
physical body, has been transformed by the renewal of the 
mind (Key 18). In this transformation the work is almost 
wholly subconscious. The conscious mind simply perce- 
ives the law and formulates the demand or pattern. The 
actual reorganization which brings the animal nature 
completely under control is effected at subconscious le- 
vels (Key 8). It is on this account that we are told, “Kill 
out the hunger for growth.” The transformation which is 
to be effected is not growth, not the addition of something 
that we do not now possess. Rather is it a re-arrangement 
of the vehicles of consciousness — a better co-ordination 
or alignment of the instrumentalities of Life-expression. 
For the glorious truth is that the Self already is all that we 
aspire to be — and infinitely more. Not attainment, in the 
ordinary sense of that word, but realization of what al- 
ready is, is the Goal (Key 7). No words can describe that 
realization. It is conscious identification with the Univer- 
sal Spirit. Perfect peace, perfect bliss, perfect knowledge. 
All this it is, and more than this (Key 21). 

The Administrative Intelligence, which corresponds to 
the final Tarot Key, really means “the serving Intelli- 
gence.” Cosmic consciousness, or the realization of identi- 
ty with the Universal Spirit, finds expression in service. 
He who knows the truth needs live it. He becomes thence- 
forth a servant of the ALL. He does this, not as a duty 
hard to carry out, but as a natural expression of his realiza- 
tion of his true place in the cosmic order (Key 21). For 
such a person, all selfish preoccupation with personal 
aims is automatically at an end (Key 16). He looks upon 
his personal existence as a manifestation of that exquisite 
adjustment which maintains the cosmic equilibrium. In his 
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vision all that he does is naught but the manifestation of 
Karma; and because he has made himself, as a personali- 
ty, utterly receptive to the influx of the Universal Will, 
whatever action he engages in is extraordinarily effective 
(Key 11). On the side of self-consciousness, he acts mere- 
ly as the witness of the universal order. He knows that 
alert watchfulness is necessary. He is intent on each suc- 
ceeding phase of experience. Most of all, he is intent on 
clear reception from the super-conscious Will, through the 
channels of subconsciousness (Key 6). 

The conscious mind, in other words, by right reason- 
ing infers the presence of the Universal Will as the guid- 
ing power at the heart of the personal life. Even though 
the Silent Watcher be unseen, right reasoning shows us 
that He is present (Key 9). From this it follows that the 
only logical procedure is to submit the whole personal life 
to that Higher Guidance. By repeated self-reminder, one 
comes at last to regard all the operations of the personal 
life as having their real sources in super-sensual and su- 
per-personal planes of the Life-Power’s operation (Key 
12). This intellectual correction of appearances, it should 
be understood, does not banish the appearances during our 
ordinary waking states of consciousness. The illusion of 
separateness continues, but the delusion arising from ac- 
cepting the illusion as reality is overcome by occult prac- 
tice (Key 15). Eventually, every cell of the body is more 
or less influenced by the change in mental attitude. 
Through the ordinary processes of physical elimination, 
the old physical vesture, conceived in ignorance, ceases to 
exist, and is replaced by a new body. This is a physical 
body, but so perfectly adjusted, and in certain aspects so 
different in internal structure, that it might be regarded as 
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belonging to a new species. Such are the bodies of adepts 
and Masters — human in form, but truly superhuman in 
their capacity for utilizing and transforming rates of vibra- 
tion which would soon disintegrate the ordinary human 
vehicle (Key 18). 


Meditations 


FIRST DAY: Keys 6, 20, 19, 0. Sub-consciousness re- 
flects the light and wisdom of the Oversoul into my field 
of personal awareness. Thus I receive the power of eternal 
life in the midst of this illusion of temporal existence. I am 
beginning to live the life of regeneration. [KNOW MY 
IDENTITY WITH THE SILENT WATCHER. 


SECOND DAY: Keys 17, 11, 12, 14. The flower of 
realization blooms in the silence of meditation. I am sure 
of the absolute justice of cosmic law. The light of the 
world is within me. THE LIGHT TRANSMUTES MY 
WHOLE EXISTANCE INTO ITS LIKENESS. 


THIRD DAY: Keys 13, 15, 16, 10. Even the least of 
my activities is a transformation of the one Life-Power. 
Thus I know that whatever mask of terror confronts me 
but veils the face of the Eternal Friend. All semblances of 
stress and terror are but preludes to the dawn of the Great 
Peace. THIS DAY THE WHEEL OF LIFE MOVES 
FORWARD FOR MY GOOD. 


FOURTH DAY: Keys 18, 8, 7, 21. I follow the Path 


of Return, transforming my body by the renewal of my 
mind. My life today is a stage in my progress toward the 
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perfect demonstration of the Great Secret. My true Selfis, 
even now, all that I aspire to be. [AM ALL PEACE, ALL 
BLISS, ALL KNOWLEDGE. 


FIFTH DAY: Keys 21, 16, 11, 6. Let me be the ser- 
vant of all. No aim is mine that others cannot share. I am 
the instrument of the Life-Power’s perfect ability to adjust 
all things for good. LET ME BE INTENT ON CLEAR 
PERCEPTION OF THE GREAT PURPOSE. 


SIXTH DAY: Keys 9, 12, 15, 18. Though I see Him 
not, I feel today the presence of the Silent Watcher. I 
submit my whole life to His perfect guidance. Thus I rec- 
ognize every appearance of separateness and chaos as be- 
ing merely a veil of illusion, and I am not deluded by 
these surface appearances. EVEN IN MY FLESH I 
SHALL SEE GOD. 
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In Lesson 2 you were told that the Tarot Keys can be 
combined in 112 different groups of nine Keys, each 
group containing nine cards numbered consecutively. This 
does not include the various possible “magic arrange- 
ments” such as we have been using in this course. In every 
group the numbers of the cards follow a certain natural 
order. The 112 combinations fall into eight groups of 14 
combinations each. As given in the tables below, the first — 
combination is the key to all the others in that group, as 
will be seen from inspecting the tables. No two arrange- 
ments are the same, and all represent slightly different 
shades of meaning. 


First Group 0 1 2 1 2 3 2 3 4 
3 4 5 4 5 6 5 6 7 
6 7 8 7 8 #9 8 9 10 
3 4 #=§ 4 5 6 5 6 7 6 7 8 
6 7 8 7 8 9 8 9 10 9 10 11 
9 10 i} 10 11 12 11 12 #13 12 13 14 
7 8 9 8 9 10 9 10 tI 10 11 12 
10 11 12 11 12 13 12 13 14 13 14 15 
13 14 «#15 14 15 16 15 16 17 16 17 18 
It 12 13 12 13 14 13 14 «#15 
14 15 16 15 16 17 16 17 18 
17 18 19 18 19 20 19 20 21 
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Second Group 


Nr © 
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Fourth Group 


— 
So 
~“ 
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Sixth Group 


13 
12 
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Eighth Group 2 5 8 3 6 9 4 7 10 


1 4 7 2 5 8 3 6 9 
0 3 6 Ws Ae: 7 2 5 8 
5 8 11 6 9 12 7 10 13 8 Il 14 
4 7 10 5 8 11 6 9 12 7 10 13 
3 6 9 4 7 10 5 8 11 6 9 12 
9 12 15 10 13 16 11 14 #17 12 15 18 
8 11 14 9 12 15 10 13 16 11 14 «17 
7 10 13 8 11 14 9 12 15 10 13 16 
13 16 19 14 17 20 15 18 21 
12 15 18 13 16 19 14 17 20 
11 14 17 12 15 18 13 16 19 


As there are fourteen arrangements in each group, it is 
possible to use two each day for eight full weeks. One ar- 
rangement should be set up for the morning meditation, 
and the other should be used just before retiring. Here is 
material for your occult diary. See what you can do in the 
way of writing out meditations similar to those you have 
been receiving in this course. 

You have by no means yet exhausted the possibilities 
of the Tarot. Just remember that there are no less than 
1,124,000,727,777,607,680,000 possible arrangements of 
the twenty-two major trumps. To all intents and purposes, 
an infinite number of combinations. And every different 
arrangement has its own particular effect upon sub- 
consciousness. This tremendous figure, moreover, indi- 
cates merely the number of possible ways in which all 
twenty-two Keys may be arranged. It would be practically 
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impossible to reckon the various combinations that could 
be made by various subdivision of the major trumps. 

Just as Tarot is infinite in its combinations, so are 
there innumerable ways to make use of it. The emphasis, 
up to now, has been upon yourself. It has been the aim of 
the courses of instruction concluded by this lesson, to put 
you in possession of the fundamental knowledge requisite 
for intelligent self-direction. 

If you have worked persistently and faithfully with the 
material that has been put into your hands, you are quite 
another personality than when you first began this under- 
taking. New vistas have opened out before you. New ex- 
periences have come your way. Ideas which would have 
been hard for you to grasp have been made easier for you 
to comprehend. Changes have been made in your mentali- 
ty, and transformations have been made in your body- 
chemistry. You are now better equipped to be of service to 
humanity. 

If you have fallen behind in your occult diary bring it 
up to date by writing a summary of your present under- 
standing of Tarot. Say what you have found of value in 
the study. Note any changes of consciousness it may have 
brought you. And be sure to include a statement of what 
you think the Tarot philosophy indicates as to the place 
which is taken in the world-order by enlightened men and 
women. 

You may not see just why this last statement is re- 
quired, but it is really very important. The Inner School 
invented Tarot to assist its members and others in the 
work which leads to the realization that one has a very de- 
finite place in the cosmic scheme of administration. Thus 
our work together has necessarily the same objective, and 
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it is important that there be some record of your present 
understanding of the matter. 
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